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Champions by design.




RALPH BURCH JR. PAUL LEMIEUX

2007 US Indoor Champs 2008 SnowBirds

Cleveland, Ohio Orlando, Florida

Touring Mod Touring Mod

1st Place & TQ 1st Place & TQ
Overall SnowBirds
On-Road Champion

Powered By The New Powered By The New

EP4600 1B4600

At the 2 biggest zaces in the wozld!

More Capacity, Higher Voltage,

The ChOice is Yo urs-’ TRINITY PRODUCTS INC.,

Exclusive US Agent for 47 COLONIAL DRIVE

EP by Enrichpower and PISCATAWAY, NJ 08857
732-562-1234
IB by Intellect www.teamtrinity.com
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/ SCH COMPUTERIZED DIGITAL RADIO 4
: _— * FM High-Resolution Signal Team Associlated’s powerful N\ -
‘\ / — ' » Easy-to-read LCD Display Pro.28 engine is designed
\ * 10-Model M — o
! NG N . lnccrc:a:gaa:::u;vF Module npmllyfnrﬂwnms

/ - * All Digital Adjustments
* Electronic Trim Adjustments
* Sub-Trim Adjustment
* End-Point Adjustment (EPA)
* Adjustable Rate Control [ARC)
* Steering Dual Rate Adjustment
* Battery Voltage Indicator
* Adjustable Steering Wheel Tension
* Low Battery Alarm

Pro-Stari, Glow Igniter
and Fuel Bottle included!
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1:8 Scale Ready-to-Run Nitro 4aWD Offroad Buggy

The RCB8RS is based on the awesome Factory Team RC8,
making for the only 1:8 buggy with the high performance
qualities that can live up to Team Associated’s toughest
standards. The RC8 is a winner right out of the box and
is pure Associated, having been designed with the many
years of race winning experience that only Team
Associated can claim.

The RC8RS comes fully assembled and set up, to get
you ripping up the dirt fast. Team Associated’s Pro.28
engine and XP3D Computerized Digital FM Radio system
are factory installed. The RC8RS differentials and shocks
come filled with the appropriate silicone fluids making
it faster and easier than ever to get Team Associated
performance out of the box and into the dirt!

The RC8RS was not only designed to take all of
the punishment and abuse that a competitive 1:8th
scale buggy will face but to meet those challenges
without breaking a sweat, in a convenient ready-to-run
package. The RC8RS is yet another, champion
by design.

Team Associated » 26021 Commercentre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630
www.rc10.com or www.teamassociated.com




‘“"“' % Pro-Line's new LPR series tires and team driver Taylor James dominate
~ the 2007 ROAR Truck Nationals at the Farm Il in North Carolina.

- Taylor used the Hole Shot LPR on his prototype Jammin' truck and
13 out of 14 drivers used Pro-Line tires in the A-main.
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LPR Velocity Wheels

» Only 55 grams per wheel (standard offset)

» Made from lightweight/durable nylon material

* Race proven, National Championship winning performance
* 3.7” diameter, 17mm hex, fit LPR tires only

Standard Offset

Yellow #2699-02 Black #2699-03 White #2699-04
V=" Offset

Yellow #2700-02 Black #2700-03 White #2700-04




LPR Tires

« The lightest series of race tires on the market
at only 122 grams per tire

« Oversized, long-lasting molded foam included

« National Championship winning tread and tire designs,
fit LPR wheels only

« High-Performance M2 compound

re-Mounts now avallable'

White 17mm hex Velocity Yellow 17mm hex Velocity
Hole Shot LPR M2 Hole Shot LPR V2 !
1139-11 - Zero offset wheels 1139-12 - Zero offset wheels i

HEEE

1139-14 - %" offset wheels 1139-22 - %" offset wheels ‘

Bow-Tie LPR VI2 Bow-Tie LPR V2

1140-11 - Zero offset wheels 1140-12 - Zero offset wheels

1140-14 - %" offset wheels 1140-22 - 2" offset wheels |

Crime Fighter LBRIMI2 Crime Fighter LPRM2 | pigle Shot LPR Bow-Tie LPR Crime Fighter LPR
1141-11 - Zero offset wheels 1141-12 - Zero offset wheels

1141-22 - %" offset wheels 3 #1139-01 (M2) #1140-01 (M2)

1141-14 - 15" offset wheels

#1140-01 (M2) |

WWW.pr‘aliner'aCing. Ccom P.0. Box 456 Beaumont, CA 92223 909.849.9781




6 CELL BATTERY PACK EQUIVALENT
4500 mAh, 7.4 volts, 2 cells
TRI20218, $129.99 msrp

NOW TRUGGY & RC-18T BATTERY PACK ™
1350 mAh, 11.1 volts, 3 cells

LITHIUM POLYMER \Qage " *>°%° ™"
HI-PERFORMANGE Sp—
R/C RACING BATTERIES

BALANCED CHARGER FOR LI-PO
Charges 2 or 3 cell packs

AC operation

TRI22004, $49.99 msrp

LITHIUM POLYMER
BALANCED CHARGER

TRINITY PRODUCTS INC.,
47 COLONIAL DRIVE
PISCATAWAY, NJ 08857
732-562-1234
www.teamtrinity.com
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TRINITY DUO &
PETE D’AGNOLO gBBATTE'T?r"ES
PAUL LEMIEUX 4 Cell Modified Oval ; omlFr}ate g
Touring Mod 1st Place & TQ HW° bl
1st Place & TQ : PR
Overall SnowBirds Classes at the
Overall SnowBirds Oval Champion 2008 SnowBirds!
On-Road Champion

1B 4600mAh MATCHED CELLS

All new chemistry for high perfor-
mance & long cell life. Trinity
matched packs come zapped for
increased voltage, multiple cycled
and final matched on the latest CE
matchers.

Available in 4, 5 and 6 cell “Team”
and “Race” matched, stick and
sport packs plus oem.

DUO BRUSHLESS MOTORS
Designed to work with sensor or

sensor-less speed controls.

e — Adjustable timing, 2.5 to 8.5 Turns
: "1 IJ l”/ :]I "] I}. g::lnlid;ogdsetl:ck and 19 turn equiv-
URLENDU LR BUS

A B A B B A 4 _ 0 & 8 B | P‘H\iln@‘yu); A R B

TRINITY PRODUCTS INC. 47 Colonial Drive, Piscataway, NJ 08854, 732.562.1234, FX.732.562.1332
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LI-PO COMPATIBLE ITEM # CHARGE VOLTMETER | AMP
CHARGERS RATE METER
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engines
- fuel / exhausts and pipes / hop-ups / tires and wheels :
www.dynamiterC.com




CONTENTS

MAY 2008 / ISSUE 150

w’
m a g a

EDITORIAL
Publisher: MIKE VELEZ
Executive Editor: DEREK BUONO
Editor: MICHAEL D. WORTEL
Edifor: JAMES REVILLA
EditorArLorge: BRIAN SKINNER
EditorAH orge: JEFF EVELEIGH
Technicol Editor. SHANE ARCHER

ART & PHOTOGRAPHY
At Department Manoger: JOANNA WINN
Senior Grophic Artist: DAVE PALACIOS
Grophic Adist: MIKE MCMAHON
Grophic Arfist: ANGELA MCCORISON
Production Atist: MIKE DAVIDSON
Senior Stoff Photogropher: CARL HYNDMAN
Photogropher: JASON BOULANGER

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
MIKE OGLE, TODD GREENWALD, STEVE SOHL,
MIKE BOYLAN, MARK CALANDRA,
BRIAN KINNEY, JEFF HUNEYCUTT

PRODUCTION & ADVERTISING
Production Director: BOB MACKEY
Circwlation Maonoger: TOM FERRUGGIA
Circwlotion Assistont: SONYA VELEZ
Advertising Account Exec: ZARY LAHOUTI
Advertising Account Exec: KAREN KINNEY

SUBSCRIPTIONS &
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Phone: 1.800.406.4288
Phone (Internafional): 1.706.291.1554

BACK ISSUES, XRC GEAR, SALES INFO
Phone: 1.888.200.8299
Our Complete Web Site: WWW.RC411.COM

HOBBY SHOP SALES
Phone: 1.800.381.1288

ADVERTISING RATES
AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST. CONTACT:

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT:
XTREME RC CARS
13401 Yorbo Avenve
Chino, CA 91710
PH: 909.517.3366 FAX: 909.517.1601

NATIONAL/ INTERNATIONAL
NEWSSTAND DISTRIBUTION
THE CURTIS CIRCULATION
COMPANY

DEPA TMENTS  PERFORMANCE TEST [ o i

STARTING BOX i 67 SPORTWERKS TAILWHIP
Don’t do this Mini drifter

THE SKINNY i 72 TAMIYA DURGA
Random acts of Skinny Durga durga
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Balance is key to a happy Li-Po

12 | WWW.RC4T1.COM
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ere Competition 2007 Edition

e Automatic brushless/brushed adaptation

/- ADVANICED Digital Phase Control ® IceDrive Design

o AutoCeIPSystem - Automatic NiMh-LiPo adaptation
¢ Optimiz:2d for use with 4,5 and 6 Sub-C cells

e Sensored Design « 3.0A BEC e Blue LEDs

® Weights only 24.5g * Multi-Protection System

e Externa soldering tabs ¢ 2.6mm wire

Part number: LRP80700

Motor Limit: 4 turn brushless and 6 turn brushed
Input Voltage: 4 - 6 cells (4.8 - 7.2V)
Forward and Brake Only

Footprint
Scale 1:1

. 33.1.mm

37.7 mm

A

Sphere Competition TC Spec
¢ Internal-Temp-Check-System ™

* Low-profile heat sink with integrated
high-performance fan

¢ Fan on/off via speed control main swntch

¢ Power capacitor.optimized for Touring Car racing
® Special Touring Car software ¢ Launch Control

* Optimized ADPC profiles'® 4,5 and 6-cell optimized
e Totally redesigned brake software

Part number: LRP80750

Motor Limit: 3 turn brushless and 5 turn brushed
Input Voltage: 4 - 6 cells (4.8 - 7.2V)

Forward and Brake Only

/
P

Vector X-11

e New military spec neodymium magnet

* New stack for more torque * New low resistance design
e Hand wound ° New oversized low friction ball bearings

* X11 teardown, dismountable, adjustable timing

e L ow resistance multi-layer PCB
e New solder tabs, easy and safe installation

e Sensored technology ® Standard 540 size/weight

VECTOR X1 s‘,%z;“s’;‘: | 75Tums | 65Tums | 55Tums | 45Tums | 40Tums | 35Tums | 3.0Tums
Order No. 50631 50661 50671 50681 50691 50701 50711 50721
RPM? 24,120 rpm 42.480 rpm 49.680 rpm 58.320 rpm 56.160 rpm 61.920 rpm 70.560 rpm 82.080 rpm
Specific rpm per volt, kv| 3.350 rpm 5.900 rpm 6.900 rpm 8.100 rpm 7.800 rpm 8.600 rpm 9.800 rpm 11.400 rpm
180W 291W 332w 393w 528W 581W 653W 745W (1.0 hp)
Efficiency? 93% 92% 92% 91% 90% 89% 88% 87%
Magnet material Bonded Bonded Bonded Bonded Sintered Sintered Sintered Sintered
Pre-Wirec| yes yes yes yes * % r =
Min. speed control LRP SPHERE Brushless + Brushed digital LRP SPHERE Competition digital LRP SPHERE Competition
requirements (Order No. 80500)" (Order No. 80700)% TC-Spec (Order No. 80750)

Backed and serviced in North America by

WVIVIVA l,J') COM oY, uuu



“Skinday” has a loose interpretation.

EDITORIAL INSIGHT

HAVE A FRIEND
DRIVE YOUR|
RC CAR DAY,

very now and then I’'m in a good mood, one where I'm

(
)
i
x

more of an optimist than a realist.! This month | could go on about
the current state of racing and my opinion that the fundamental lack
of “club racing” is starting to have an ill affect on the hobby.2 But
instead, since I'm writing this in March (my birthday month) and the
sun is shining the right way today, I’'m going to talk about the new
holiday | just invented. It's called “Have Your Friend Drive Your RC Car Day.”

SRy

You may have noticed many strange and random days in our calendar each month;
we have almost as many silly “wear a pink hat while petting a kitten days” as
there are pills for problems that you see on TV. But there has been no official “"RC
Car Day”... until now. I’'m even going to go so far as to designate RC Car Day a
monthly holiday that all those who read this must adhere to, and it's going to be the
3 Friday of every month.? To spread the joy of RC, get your car ready, including
all classes that you race or bash with, and go out and let people drive. Even as
you're puckering for the inevitable crash, talk about how fun RC is.# And don't
just point out how much fun it is to drive, but talk about how much you learn by

building and racing RC Cars and how much joy the hobby brings you.® I think this
inspirational monthly occasion will get more people into RC and help us remember [
{

what RC is all about. So mark your calendars and prepare for the third Friday
of every month. You may have
to miss “make a sausage JUITATSAaUaNNSNEaN
sculpture day” or even "knit
a dog a sweater day” but it
will be worth it. With all the

groups that have official days

L

..there’s no reason we can't

have one too!¢

Godspeed,

- 2008
-

Derek Buono » " 2
Executive Editor 2 2 s
derekb@rc41

1.com

1. Some call me pessimistic, but those people live in a 4. You're a car salesman, so sell like your life depends “

fantasy world. on it

2. Warning: Spoiler alert for next month’s edition!!! 8. You can even break out the trump card: tell folks there

3. I'm making it every month because | know that people are paid professional RC drivers who travel the world and
are lazy so I'm giving them 12 opportunities a year. And get paid to have fun!
with all the different schedules out there, somebody should 6. Oh, and don't think | haven't created a “Derek Rules”

be available every 3+ Friday. day...it's any day that ends in “Y!” Party!

14 | WWW.RC411.COM
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TEAM RANTS

MIKE VEI..EZ [WAR CHILD GLADIATOR BARBARIAN]

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Haven't we done this
one before?

§ MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Groundhog Day,

Beavers are much better.

1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY TS CALLED:
Buy Mike Lunch Day

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: St. Patrick's Day, whoever
invented a day to celebrate a dead guy by drinking
your face off is brilliant

MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Valentines Day, who-
ever invented a day to make guys have to spend more
money to prove their love should be sent to Canada.

1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT"S CALLED: Idiot

v Appreciation Day
MICHAL‘L WORTEL [LIKES TOUCHING SHOES. BOWLING SHOES]

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Halloween. Nothing like a
holiday designed to scare the #@$ out of you!
MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Christmas Day. I'm
usually pretty hung over from Christmas Eve.

1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT’S CALLED:
Marijuanaka.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Anything involving gifts...

to me.

MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Groundhog Day. Why
does a freakin' groundhog get a holiday?

1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT’S CALLED:
Heart Keira Day. Yeah, | said it.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Even if you don't celebrate,
you should like Christmas.

MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Any holiday that
doesn't legally allow time off.

~ | JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT’S CALLED: The
 Festival of Dave, it's a week long time of relaxation

and starts immediately.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Christmas. The little lights
aren't twinkling Clark.

v MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: New Years Day, for

S obvious reasons.
1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT"S CALLED:
Measter...Cadbury will start making candy versions
of me for all to enjoy.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Christmas since its all fun
MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Government holidays
since we don't get them off and | get bummed that
my taxes pay for others to have them off.

B | JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT’S CALLED:

PR Macho Day! I'm the only one who gets the day off.

BRIAN SKINNER [DREAMCRUSHED MONTHLY. NEVER FAILS)

MY FAVORITE HOUDAY: Thanksgiving, It kind of
a“no pressure” Holiday, and ! love Roast Turkey,
cranberries, and yams!
MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Christmas, It's so
commercialized these days.

J 1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT’S CALLED: | just
invented a new holiday it's called: Skinday, everybody
celebrates me and plays with RC's.

JEFF EVELEIGH [WILL GET BEER ANY WAY HE CAN)

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Gotta go with xxx-mas.
MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: V-Day makes me
want to punch a cat.

1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT"S CALLED:
“Buy Jeff a Beer Day” - happens each month
around 8:00PM.

MY FAVORITE HOLIDAY: There's no experience quite
like a dysfunctional Archer Christmas.

MY LEAST FAVORITE HOLIDAY: Valentines Day. You
must sacrifice money, time, or your relationship.

if not all three.

1 JUST INVENTED A NEW HOLIDAY IT’S CALLED:
Dungeons and Dragons Day. Dust off those dice!




» 9 conversion kits from
6 car manufacturers

includes everything you need to convert
your 1/8™"-scale nitro car to electric*

All brought to you by Novak

Associated® RC8™
(#5010)

» CEN® Matrix™
(#5011)

» Hot Bodies® Lightning™
(#5012)

Kyosho® Inferno™
(#5013)[shown)

Mugen® MBX5™
(#5014)

OFNA® 9.5™/Ultra™
(#5015)

OFNA® Hyper 8™
(#5016)

OFNA® Hyper ™
(#5017)

X-Ray® XB8™
(#5018)

o ) i
©2008 Novak Electronics, Inc. Mod 1 Pinion Gears wmwo‘ ;Qahﬂmq I//a, ~ cdm

Product specifications, features, and appearance are subject to change. - . el o b
The car npk;(iels listed in this od are the registered trademarks of their respective company. For full vehicle compatlblllty, visit our website.

*Electronics and car not included in kit. I
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Facts about Germany: the popwiation is 82,057,000...

Infernational Coverage

Nuremberg Germany

he 2008 International Toy Fair had some interesting new releases for the RC world. This year

Mike and I went on a 36-hour adventure to Germany to get all the latest releases and sample
some of the German culture. We returned tired, but we brought back some of the new releases
that are just showing up, or will show up in the US shortly.

The Ateam had some of their products
we've so far only seen “drawings” for. We
finally got to see the production version of
the Reedy line of Li-Po packs, and while we
showed you their latest 1/12-scale in our
Snowbirds coverage, the final production
version was at the show for the first time.

2

AR Racing had some prototypes at last
year's show, and this year they had both

a nitro and an electric version of their
incredible looking RC dirt bike. This bike
uses the same wheel gyro technology (a
weight in the wheels spins to keep it upright)
as the Ricky Carmichael bike you can get at
Radio Shack. This sick bike looks amazing
and the videos they have of it make all of
us want one now. Will this be the next big
thing in RC2 We'll have to see, but if you
are interested in getting one they are selling
them RTR for about $1,000. That may seem
steep, but it's cheaper than most race kits
when you have high-end equipment.

3

We saw the latest Corally 1/12-scale

and their newest 1/10 pan F1 car at the
Snowbirds too, but we got a much closer
look at both at the show. The good news
for Corally fans is that they are finally using
universal hubs so you can use the more
standard rims found here. They are also
using a new front end that's similar to

the current AE front end found on most
1/12-scale cars.

18 | WWW.RC411.COM



4

You've been buying GRP engines from a
variety of sources here in the US, but the
Euro giant is finally coming to the US with
its own name on the engine. This could
mean lower prices, more service, and
more choices. We were impressed with the
packaging and we really dug the look of
the engines. You know that Adam Drake just
switched to the GRP team and that means
his expertise will be put to good use. GRP
also had an array of engine specific tools
that should be hitting the streets soon.

S5

Hot Bodies always seem to have something
interesting. As the “racing division” of HPI,
we've come to expect more racecars. A few
were revealed at the show, the first being
their new 1/10-electric 2wd buggy. The
top of the line version is shown here and

it's a nice twist on the conventional buggy
with an aluminum chassis and plastic sides.
There are lots of cool little features we don't
have space to discuss here; we're waiting
to get our test car so we can point them out.
HPI also had their World Champ edition of
the D4 complete with euro spec tires (which
won't be in the US kits).

6

One of the more interesting releases for
Kyosho was this 1/12-scale 4wd nitro
chassis. While it's hard to imagine smaller
cars working well on rougher tracks, this
smaller 4WD chassis could catch on in
certain areas. We're interested to try it out.

7

Many of us here may think of LRP as a speed
control or electronics company here in the US,
but they are really much more. For example,
LRP’s new 1/8-scale buggy, the S8BX (which
were told will come to the US), was something
to see. While it's hard to be different in this
class, the S8 has some cool little tricks up

its sleeve to separate it from the pack. For
instance, the rear brake is actually on the rear
diff instead of the center! How is it in terms

of performance? We don't know, but it looks
cool and we'll be putting it to the test as soon
as we can. LRP were also very happy to show
us their budget line of brushless controllers
and motors, a full line of race and sport
batteries, and new optional heatsinks for their
current line of brushless motors.

MAY 2008 | 19
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The English language is rooted in Germanic...

INSIDE LINE

EURopgyy

H: i
110 0n .. MPION g9gs
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The talk of the show about Mugen was that
their engine line (formerly GRP based) is
switching to another company. They technically
couldn’t say who they were going with, but if
you think high performance nitro

engines then look at the case and see “made
in Japan,” the answer is pretty ObviouS...
and yes those capital letters are deliberate!
This means you can expect some kick ass
engines with a different look.

9

When most people think Italian engines
they probably think of this company first. As
expected they had their full line of engines
for cars, heli’s and whatever else needs a
little Italian in it, including that sick MX bike
we are so in love with!

10

Since Kyosho took over controls of Orion,
things have started to change, and Orion
showed their new line of chargers that offer
a boatload of features at a really reasonable
price. Even better, the chargers are being
released in stages, so you don’t need to
spend money on features you might not use.
Orion also had their Li-Po packs on display
along with their complete line of Ni-MH cells
in all the capacities you can think of. We
finally got information on their CRF engines
and we're told they will be back on the
market soon. They might not feature the same
crazy sleeve design, but may have a more
traditional ABC construction. It was nice to
see the CRF crank shaft in there too.

You can expect fo see all the engine companies
out in full force in Eurpoe. RB was there
showing off their latest line of racing engines.
Whether you prefer off road or on road, they
have an engine ready to drop in and provide
the power you expect.

12

Schumachers are much more popular in their
homeland, but once upon a time (back in

the day of 4wd electric off road) everybody
dreamed of owning one. For longer than we
care to mention, Schumacher hasn’t put much
time or effort into anything but on-road and
their insanely overpowered RTRs. Well, times
are changing, and as onroad declines in
popularity it seems Schuie has decided to go
back to their roots with a new 4wd off road



ONLY WHEN YOU'RE READY FOR

THEVERY BEST. NOW ROAR LEGAL!
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TEAM ORION 3600mAh Lipo #ORI114005
* Proven Team Orion SLPB cells ensure quality * Bottom bumps & shape designed specifically for

* 25C and 3600mAh for extreme conditions use in today’s R/C cars.

* 2 cell construction for 7.4 volts nominal » No cheap harness or balancing device needed
* Cycle life measured in the hundreds * Use of Team Orion’s revolutionary balancing

« Carbon look impact resistant case port design allows acces to individual cells

Aperfectcomplimentto
our award winning 4800
and “1selling 3200 unns

( both models still in production.) : ; e gb

.
low Available W/TRX®
Traxxas® High
Current Connector,

The Safest batteries in the industry! Don’t just take our word for it...

ain THIS PRODUCT MEETS OR EXCEEDS legal for use in the following racing series:
B—\&/—g THE SAFETY STANDARDS FOR
[:% - @l NTERNATIONAL AIR SHIPMENT SET - - /(f—’vm
: FORTH BY THE IATA EEYTAMIVA IR

Manufactured exclusively

Kokam L )

The Use of Team Orio%-P Batteries from Kokam

ensures the highest quality and safety e industry. Beware of cheap imitators.

For more information regarding the latest breakthrough in battery technology go to: www.teamorion.com
All Team Orion racing components are designed and manufactured with pride by those who race. Patent Pending
20322 Valencia Circle, Lake Forest, CA 92630-8158 USA

' (WA ) ! AR NN N . .
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Quality levels so high they are the exclusive Lipo



Derek drives a German car. So does Mike V. And Carl,’s Audi is German too. Chucky also drives one. Joanna has a German SUV. We just realized that.

INSIDE LINE
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car. They wouldn't let us take pictures of the
prototype, but you can expect this buggy to
be different. It is based around Li-Po packs
(an optional Ni-MH chassis moves weight
around), and it has a triple belt system that
keeps the driveline and the motor centered.
It looks very “euro” in that it's a narrow car
with some very interesting ideas. We hope
to be able to share more details about this
car soon!

13

Serpent is known for on-road, specifically
1/8-scale, but they have changed their
game plan to tackle just about every class
out there. They have been making strides
with their new 1/10-scale electric sedan, are
about to release their 4WD electric (loosely
based on the Durango design), are rumored
to be testing an 1/8-scale buggy, and even
have a mini electric racer. That's a lot of stuff
to chew at once, but they are not afraid to
go for it, even with their full line of tools and
a new line of engines.

14

Tamiya always does things differently. While
there were no signs of the new “buggy” they
are rumored to be testing, they did have

an interesting take on rock crawling. Their
crawler is true “Tamiya,” a mix of scale

and performance that ends with something
unique. Tamiya’s Land Cruiser 40 has an
awesome looking body, solid axles, and

a strange twist on the suspension with the
separation of the spring and damping tube.
It's interesting to look at and is scale, but
we're most interested in how it works.

15

Traxxas weren't showing a new truck, but
they did attract lots of traffic with their wheel
dyno. We could here their demo spooling up
the wheel from all over the venue. So now
you can speed test your cars without going
out to an airstrip!

16

Team XRAY's booth was loaded with new
kits, including the official debut of their new 1/18-scale buggy. While their old one
has seen a lot of European wins, its success in the US has been limited. This should all
change with the new 808 which borrows heavy influence from another buggy with a
similar name. The 808 does have some differences that we will point out when we get
our sample, but you can expect the level of quality that XRAY is known for. Team XRAY
also had the newest version of the NT1 on hand, which drew a lot of attention from
people in the booth.



For “No Fear” fun in the fast lane, it’s the Evader EXT
— affordably priced, ready-to-run and built to be
practically bullet-proof! Extra-tough MagnaFlex"
molded parts take brutal poundings right in stride,
while the DuraTrax Stress-Tech free parts replacement
guarantee gives you an extra edge of confidence. As for
the future: Every Evader series graphite and aluminum
hop-up bolts onto the EXT for enormous upgrade
potential. Play now...make challengers pay later!

only>119.99!¢

Suggested minimum advertised price at participating retailers.

PROTECTED BY

STRESS-TECH '
GUARANTEE 1=

e wmeverse

For more information and the location of the dealer nearest you, visit
www.duratrax.com or call 1-800-682-8948 and mention code number 2380V.

www.duralrax.com

Distributed Exclusively Through GREAT PLANES® MODEL DISTRIBUTORS COMPANY, P.0. Box 9021, Champaign, IL 61826-9021 © Copyright 2008 * 3075252
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PLATINUM
EDITION REVO

We're fairly certain when Traxxas released the Revo they didn't
really care if it won a single race. But as you may, or may not
know they have won a lot. It's won local, national and if there was
| a world level of MT racing it would have won there. Those who do
race know that fo get to that level a few “mods” had to be made to
the stock truck. Traxxas has taken their track experience and finally
released a “race version” of their incredible Revo which they call
the Platinum Edition. What's new you ask? Well how about all the
exclusive factory team parts and trick setups are integrated into a
lean and mean racing chassis. Key enhancements include a larger
* 150cc fuel tank; strengthened axle housings with 17mm aluminum
- wheel hub adapters; center differential and rear brakes; innovative
- new Response Pro tires; larger, high-flow air filter; compact receiver
box and servo mount; and powerful, dual digital high-torque

steering servos. There are over 50 new features and setups in all.

So if you're looking for the ultimate performance Revo this is the
* one for you. You can also be that this version is going to set you
" back some extra coin, but what you'll get is sfill a fon of truck for the
~ money and it ain’t bad to note that it's what the factory guys use to
win with!
= www.traxxas.com

Reedy Flash Modified Motors
Flash modified motors are
Reedy'’s line of budget-priced,
machine-wound motors based
on the race-winning “Kr”
modified can. Reedy Flash
(| modified motors feature
Quad-Magnets, surface-mount
\ capacitors, small comm
\ with standup brushes,
ball bearings and bullet
‘ connectors installed
on the 15 and 17 turn
motors. These powerful
quad-magnet motors
are the perfect upgrade
motor for your electric
’ Ready-To-Run!
By & ,./'.#410 Reedy Flash 12T Double
. #411 Reedy Flash 13T Double
\ #412 Reedy Flash 14T Double
\ #413 Reedy Flash 15T Double
\ #414 Reedy Flash 17T Double

Reedy WolfPacks
A battery pack is only as good as its individual cells. That's why Reedy’s
new WolfPacks are assembled using Reedy’s all-new high-tech SC-R Nickel
Metal Hydride cells. This exclusive cell features high capacity for extended
run times while delivering maximum output thanks to its current-carrying
capabilities and ultra-low internal resistance. Low resistance welded
connections between each cell and thick 14AWG silicone power wires
ensure maximum performance and reliability. Each WolfPack comes
equipped with an industry-standard style connector. Look for the WolfPack
display box in local hobby shops and make your car howwwwl!

#693 Reedy WolfPack 7.2V 2400 mAh Ni-MH
#694 Reedy WolfPack 7.2V 3000 mAh Ni-MH
#695 Reedy WolfPack 7.2V 3600 mAh Ni-MH
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#300 Reedy Stockstar 27T
24° Stock Motor

#517 Reedy Challenger
19T Spec Motor

Reedy Stockstar 27T Stock and Challenger 19T Spec motors
Reedy is back and better than ever! The all new RM6 based Stockstar
27T Stock and Challenger 19T Spec motors have been designed and
conceived in house by our team of dedicated engineers. By incorporating
state-of-the-art technology, these all-new creations are poised to become
the must-have motors for the hardcore racer. Dyno and on-track testing
reveal all-around performers. A dynamic balance between RPM
and torque make both motors the perfect choice for 1/10
scale on and off-road racers and well as the dedicated
1/12 scale racer. Both motors feature the new Reedy 6-sided
diamond shaped brush. Competition beware, the Stockstar
and Challenger are the first in a series of new power products

Reedy VMX Concept High-Performance Competition Cells designed to continue Reedy’s winning heritage.

The Reedy VMX Concept begins by applying an intense energy
pulse to new IB4200 WC edition NiMH cells using high-tech
equipment designed in house by our engineering staff. This www.ReedyPower.com
exclusive process results in reduced internal resistance,

increased voltage output, and more POWER! These enhanced

cells are then cycled, and power-matched using a 35-amp

discharge, weeding out the percentage of cells that are good

enough to be hand selected as Reedy VMX Ultra-Output grade.

#672 Reedy VMX Concept, 6-cell A Division of Associated Electrics
#673 Reedy VMX Concept, 5-cell 26021 Commercentre Dr., Lake Forest, CA 92630




:/-Enamally adjusted,

/OSIaM motor mount

*2.5mm woven carbon fiber
chassis & top deck

dual pad slipper clutch

*Molded composite
battery straps
and Factory Team
blue aluminum
thumbscrews

The 4WD podium at the 2007 IFMAR World Championships was Jared Tebo claimed the top qualifier
the win, with teammates Ryan Maifield and Ryan Cavalieri taking the second and third place,

(o 'x Yl { . The Factory Team B44 project came to life in 2003
| : | SN as a cooperative effort between Team Associated and
— 3 .——é’.ﬂ%J_ e J Concepts’ Jason Ruona and Brad Reelfs. After Team
— e ¢ Associated’s Ryan Cavalieri won the 2005 IFMAR World
@ carbon fiber " Championships in Collegno, Italy with the BJ4 Worlds
|| shock towers

a.-uw:mssﬁ.a

Factory Team p44 shown t_zquipped with items NOT included in kit:

ronnivor

Edition, Area 51 shifted into overdrive to produce a true
‘Associated’ inspired 4WD buggy that would continue to
dominate the 4WD off road racing class. The B44 is the
result of this two year development effort.

During the design and development stages Associated
used their extensive and well proven skills to make a
4wd competition buggy that is better suited to production.
The results of this optimization are realized by you the
customer in a more cost-effective vehicle with more
readily available spare parts.



2007 IFMAR 4WD
W(llll.ll CHAMPION
l -2-3 SWEEP!

e’ Elecﬂ‘lc 4WD Offroad Competition Buggy Kit

EAM ASSOGIATED

o

‘P/, E ‘7( TS

\.\4..'__& ' - ,\/’//

Blue Factory Team titanium turnbuckles

Front wheels and hexes are optimized clips for ultimate reliability

The B44 is built on a 2.5mm woven carbon fiber main chassis
and top plate. What's new is the composite front bulkhead and
rear chassis plate. These new features greatly improve overall
durability and increase the ground clearance further enhancing
the B44’s performance.

Area 51 designers also improved the BJ4’s slipper clutch.

The result is the B44’s new externally adjustable, dual pad
slipper clutch, which transfers power to the ground more
efficiently and effectively.

The B44 employs a hardened steel CVA drivetrain with lightened
ball differentials for unparalleled acceleration. The B44 soaks up
the bumps using Factory Team hard anodized aluminum threaded
shocks with gold shock shafts. The shocks mount to durable 3mm
woven carbon fiber shock towers making the B44 more responsive
and quicker handling.

Hardened steel CVAs with cross pin retaining

Lightened ball differentials front and rear
New and improved front and rear gearboxes

Externally adjustable,
dual pad slipper clutch

The B44 gets the full Factory Team treatment with blue titanium
turnbuckles, blue aluminum shock bushings and blue aluminum servo
mounts for a car that looks as good as it is fast!

Many Team Associated fans from all over the world have asked us
when we are going to build a 4WD buggy. Team Associated is proud to
say that day has come with the B44, the only 4WD electric race buggy
that comes from a racing heritage with 20 IFMAR World Championships

behind it. L —

Team Associated * 26021 Commercentre Drive ¢ Lake Forest, CA 92630
www.rc10.com or www.teamassociated.com
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72% are wrong. RCis bad for the environment.

POLL PAGE

100 people surveyed, top 5 answers are on the board. People love to be polled, and now

you can be a part of a statistic on our website. Head over to www.rc411.com and join the

forums. Once you join you can be a part of the numbers and become ancther statistic. Just
remember 60% of the fime it works every time.

IS RC BAD FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT?

YES: 6%
NO: 28%

MAYBE: 6% :

SHUT UP. STUPID QUESTION: 61% : 3% think so

63% do not

“It's good for the environment, cause without RC I'd have enough money to buy a real car.” 3 3 % are Only
~Tremer ’ occasionally butt-hurt

32% have gotten in frouble  WHAT'S YOUR  rawoom poue avore:
f Th q 1. T T k "Adsdoind[eedserveapurpos‘e. You'd be surprised how many
oy e et oot RE PANTASY? ooz

0
58 / 0 huven T : alone. Plus, since our industry is completely product driven, doesn’t
’ . ; it make sense to have lot of RC car ads??? At leas? you aren’t
] 00/0 hOV(—)ﬂ T bUT WOUId |f 1) Worklng in the 'ndUStrY : going to see an ad for penis pils or RC boats...cough..cough.”
their log was checked . 2)Engincering yourowncar { Wert
: 3) Winning a major race :
s 5 A - DO YOU RERD ANY MAGAZINE
ganDOw I7%. . OTHER THAN XTREME?
: LL ° o
. QUOTE: 49% Yes 57% No
“You mean there is more then XRC??? | will read the other
: mags when | am at the hobby shop, and when | waste fime in
. betweenclass at school.”
-PyroMike
© -N3w2THIS

“Haha, You said if they looked at your log. Good one.”
-team3six

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT XTREME'S | I to fl’ e ) §

NEW LAYOUT? S =Y@Yny

| like it:
| hate it: RANDOM POLL QUOTE:
I’'m indifferent:

| hadn’t even noticed:

What's the point of
changing the layout? -WrenchHead
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The Best Monster Hopups for '08

»w 4 ‘
-’ —
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e
T3652 Steel Universal and T-Maxx 2.5

T3693 Ultimate Brake System T6968 Complete Differential Drive Shaft (8) for T-Maxx
w/ Titanium Pads for T-Maxx w/ Metal Gear for Savage-X

¥

T3017 EVO-4 Ball Stud (8)

for T-Maxx 3.3
T3018 EVO-4 Adjustable Shock ~ T3000 EVO-4 Alloy Main o Tre T5694 QUAD Exhaust Tune

Tower for T-Maxx 3.3 Chassis for T-Maxx 3.3 Pipe Set for T-Maxx

v P ow
N / T3011 EVO-4 T3007 Chrome EVO-4
T3718 EVO-3 Wheelie Bar T3016 EVO-4 Steering Block p Chassis Brace Alloy Servo Mount
for T-Maxx 3.3 for T-Maxx 3.3 " for T-Maxx 3.3 for T-Maxx 3.3

T3004 Chrome EVO-4 Front T3009 Chrome EVO-4 T3013 Chrome EVO-4 T3014 Chrome EVO-4 Front
Bumper for T-Maxx 3.3 Lower Arm for T-Maxx 3.3 Upper Arm for T-Maxx 3.3  Bulkhaed for T-Maxx 3.3

o N

Item #3720BLUE

T300R2 Chrome EVO-4 Rear
Skid Plate for T-Maxx 3.3

T3005 Chrome
EVO-4 Battery Box
for T-Maxx 3.3

7 ) A »
( \
v ) 9

)
z 7
PR >, ?

. . <
.- T3704
, Suspension
5 Kit Monster

Evolution 3 for
E-Maxx and T-Maxx

T3015 Chrome EVO-4 Rear
Bulkhaed for T-Maxx 3.3 T3008 Chrome Body Posts
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L
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RACE GUIDE KEY
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YOUR #1NIMH SOURCE

NOW DELIVERS CELLS SO GOOD THEY DESERVED THE TEAM ORION NAME!

NEW Team Orion 4200 SHO (Super High Output)
Performance Racing NiMHCells

Available in various matched and unmatched configurations

Performance
Stick Double Packs

Available also
w/TRX® style
plugs

SURE"~

M|n| Race Packs

For more info these and other great products go to www.teamorion.com
The use of Team Orion cells ensures the highest quality and safety in the industry.
All Team Orion radng components are designed and manufactured with pride by those who race.
20322 Valendia Circle, Lake Forest, CA 92630-8158 USA



QUICK TIPS

CHECK
YOUR
SOLDER

Direct soldering your battery to your ESC on your
electric race machine to minimize resistance is
pretty much standard issue these days. Over time
it is common for solder to build up beneath the
solder tabs on your battery as you add a little with
each connection made. This dripping solder could
melt the shrink wrap protecting the cell, which
could potentially create a short. Be sure to clean
up this excess solder every once in a while to
prevent this. Use a de-soldering tool or do the old
heat-up-and-lick trick, but be very careful not to
get solder on you and most definitely wear safety
goggles when addressing sloppy solder tabs.

NG
ENGINE DATA LOG
At the end of each race day, it is a wise idea to keep notes on basic environmental data as well as your
engine settings. Record the ambient temperature for the day as well as general weather characteristics
TURNBUCKLES such as dry, overcast, humid, efc. Record basic engine information such as your high and low-speed
mixture settings as well as the type of glow plug

and fuel blend you used. You can also throw in
some notes on the operating temperature of the
engine and how it performed on the track. After a

Building turnbuckles sucks, simple as that!

To make the job a little less crappy, try
securing your turnbuckle at the fat square or
hex adjustment area with a pair of locking
pliers (commonly referred to as Vise-Grips).
Don't set the locking pliers too tight; you just
want to hold the turnbuckle snugly to prevent
butchering it up. Once the turnbuckle is
secure you can use your free hand to thread
on a plastic ball cup or use the ball cup tool
included with many car kits today. Evenly
thread the ball cups onto your turnbuckle
and then install it on your car, where you can
make final adjustments to your suspension or
steering angles.

handful of race days you'll have a good collection
of data to refer to if necessary. We've all had bad
engine days, those times when you simply can't
find the right tune. This is the time to search your
data log for a similar day so you'll have a good
starting point with regards to engine mixture, fuel,
and glow plug. These setting references will not be
the solution to all your tuning problems, but you’ll
have a better chance at finding the perfect tune
when you have a semi accurate starting point.

MASTER BLASTER

This great tip was sent in from James Leroux
When it comes time to rip your mill from
yOUr nitro m(’(han ;O’ (lf;ﬂﬂmq ';Illrj a
small water balloon over the carburetor and

exhaust openings to provide a tight seal. This

way when you dust your engine off with a

bristle brush or douse the thing with cleaning
solution, you won't blow a bunch of dirty
crap info your engine. At about a buck for
40 balloons, you won't have an excuse for
'hﬁ’ SGDFHJO/ n you' CO”\&'}U‘.’KOW C ”Wb, ,hﬁ
next ime you throw your nitro power plant

through the local car wash

MAY 2008 | 33

¢sany anj wyy uoas nok aany “qol sapjos [0HOM ] $Y00]



if you're going to

0o It IN THE DIRT

you rmight as well

00 IT RIGHT
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Who’s awesome? You're awesome!

STARTING BOX

THINGS

THAT
SHOULD

NEVER _
HAPPEN TO YOUR ? "u@ >
NITRO & |
MACHINE © 4

BE AWARE OF THESE POTENTIAL ISSUES SO
THEY DON’T PLAGUEYOU LATER

hen nitro power first began gaining mainstream popularity in the early 90s, there was

a huge number of unknowns and a rather steep learning curve. Almost two decades

later nitro is still going strong, and our knowledge base has erupted with rules and
beneficial techniques to ensure our nitro mills spend more time producing ponies than in the
shop being fixed. With nitro power still the hobby leader in tire rotations, we thought it was time
to review the 15 things that should never happen to you or your nitro machine. This list won'’t take
care of itself, so be sure to familiarize yourself with each problem and how to counter it to keep
your alcohol guzzler performing at its best for many races to come.

This one is a no brainer, but still one of the most
common failures within the hobby. If you lose
your air filter you can pretty much kiss your race
good bye, not to mention your engine. You need
to secure your air filter to your engine and car
in as many ways as possible to ensure it stays
put. First, be sure that the rubber adapter that
attaches your filter to the carburetor is snug.
Use a zip tie to clamp the adapter to the carb
intake; there is usually a flange on the carb
on which you can hang the zip tie. Finally,
most air filters have a mounting hole at
the end, which allows you to bend
a small piece of music wire and
actually screw your filter to another
area on your vehicle. If your filter
has this feature, use it! There is
nothing worse than a piece of sand
paper going 35,000 RPM in your
combustion chamber, and that's
exactly what you'll get if your mill’s
air filter is MIA.
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* premium high-competition off-road buggy ¢ very easy assembly/disassembly and maintenance ¢ efficient Zero King-pin suspension ¢ lightweight strong
molded steering blocks with molded-in steel bushings * ultra-low CG, all parts centralized in chassis * optimized front/rear and left/right weight balance for
perfect jumping * pure racing design, highest performance and long life, ultra-durable parts * fully independent, fully-adjustable suspension with full-time
4WD* ultra-lightweight high-tensile transmission parts hand made from special world-renowned top-secret self-developed Hudy Spring Steel™ < drivetrain
includes 22 high-speed rubber-sealed bearings for maximum efficiency and speed * pinions, spurs, crown gears and clutchbell manufactured by HUDY®
* optimized multiple upper and lower shock mounting locations for front and rear * laser-cut, precision-ground steel brake disks for ultra-efficient fade-free
braking * high-grip Ferodo® brake pads ¢ ultra-precision front/rear and center diffs with Hudy Spring Steel™ outdrives * exclusive adjustable turnbuckles
from Hudy Spring Steel™ + hard anodized Swiss 7075 T6 chassis 3mm ¢ high grade premium grcphne shock towers, radio plate and steering plate

2

3 ™
on
To allow direct transfer of power without di
kinetic losses, the central drive shafts are
connected to the pinion geors. The co
pin sits in a ball-beari a
connecting pin will nGV&

zero kmg ?
. suspen ion block

RCAM ERICA

_DEBELEN EIeTa | 67 Turtle Creek Blvd. Suite C, Dallas, Texas 75207

S

New high-grade special
steel clutchbell i

Phone: 1-800-519-7221, Phone: 214-.744.2400, Fox: 214-744-2401

E-mail: xroy@rcamarica.com
www.rcamerica.com

XRAY, XRAY USA and XRAY logo are registered trademarks of XRAY. All rights reserved © XRAY

fotype st n, final specificatio are subject to fi‘n".gr- without prior nofice




Tip: upgrade to Li-Po Tx and Rx packs... they last way longer!

STARTING BOX

2. MIXTURE TOO LEAN § ™) DISCONNECTED
Air makes your engine produce power, while fuel slows it down. The ¢ side of the coin is : L] FUEL LINE

that fuel smpera s in check and provides lubrication. Your job i in / The number one reason for your fuel syste
fuel mixture se 1 air to give you the power vant but enough fuel to lubricate l  line to fall off of its fitting is a lubricated

. e > fitting. If you get fuel, which has oil in it, on
trap of running your engine too lean to get the any of the fittings you must clean it off with
exira ponies, but if you do, you will render your i denatured alcohol before you place the fuel
Il us n excessive wear and lack of tubing back on. Clean both the fitting and
ke sure you keep on eye on your the inside of the line by spraying some of
ngs to ensure you aren’t starving B the alcohol info the line. You should also use
>f fuel and oil. Look for a steady either fuel line clips or zip fies to secure fuel
lines to their fittings. Most fittings have barbs
cessively high pitched engine l  on them, but some molded fuel tanks do not.
1t makes more power than you are u Hl  To make your fuel line even more secure you
hing out of the ordinary can purchase brass barbs from Dubro (Part
. #813 or 814) and CA glue them to any
straight fittings for added security. Even if
there is a barb on the fitting, fuel line clips or
zip ties are still recommended.

This is a guaranteed race killer and a stupid one at that! Make sure to charge all your batteries the night
before the race. Your transmitter batteries should last all race day, but depending how long your qualifiers
and main are, you'll probably have to charge your
receiver battery. Bring some sort of quick charger

to the track and peak everything up between races
and before the main. It won't hurt to top up your
transmitter boﬁery as well, especic“y if your main
race is a longone. If you are using alkaline batteries
in your radio keep an eye on the meter and if in

doubt throw a new set into your transmitter and use
the old ones for your TV remote at home. Problems
such as dead batteries are completely in your

confro|, 5o never let them hoppen!

5. OPEN EXHAUST

Nothing sounds cooler than an open exhaust on the race track. What else could make a huge
crash better than a torn exhaust coupler and the deep roar of your nitro mill2 What most people
don’t realize is that an open exhaust could destroy your engine. When your exhaust coupler breaks
or your tuned pipe pulls away from the manifold, the exhaust pressure is not making its way to the
pipe and therefore isn't pressurizing your fuel tank. When your fuel tank isn’t pressurized it isn't
feeding as much fuel to your engine, which causes your air/fuel mixture to drastically lean out.

Open exhaust can happen in one of two easily preventable ways. Your exhaust could open if your
manifold comes apart at the engine’s crankcase, or your coupler could tear or pull away from the
connection between the manifold and the tuned pipe. How you prevent open exhaust at the engine end will depend on the type of manifold you have. if you are using
a spring retaining manifold you should drill a second set of holes and use a double spring to increase security. A bolton manifold should have a fresh gasket and use
slightly longer screws through the engine so you can tighten two small nuts onto the screws when they protrude out the back of the manifold.

When it comes to the manifold and tuned pipe, make sure you use a heavy-duty coupler so it won't tear
easily. Check for a flange on both exhaust components when you insert the manifold and tuned pipe. If
you don't have a flange on either end, make one by inserting a screwdriver into the opening, pulling to
the side, and rotating the screwdriver until a slight flange is bent into the manifold and/or tuned pipe (this
only works for aluminum exhaust systems of course). It is also important that both the manifold and tuned
pipe are clean; use denatured alcohol to remove all fuel and oil. Once the entire assembly is together,
use two heavy duty zip ties to hold it all in place. Another solution to this problem is to install a one-piece
tuned exhaust system which utilizes three small springs to connect the tuned pipe to the manifold. This
creates an almost fail-proof connection. Regardless of which system you decide on, always be sure to use
a heavy piece of wire to securely mount the end of your tuned pipe to your chassis to further prevent the

chance of an open header in the event of a collision.
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O RS T lm GREENHEING

» Charges, Discharges Most Types of L-ION, Polyrner, —
LIiFE, NiMH, NiCD and Lead Acid Batteries

- Includes Battery Teperature Probe

 Buift-in Micro Pracasstr for Faster, Safer Charging

‘ S .
- include.
includes Selection of Balance and Adapter Plugs = en ' J @ CHRARGER
\g — —— e ——— —_—

\

Charge Current Range: o]
LiHON/Polyrrer Cell Count:
Discharge Rate:

0_:

4 USB PORT

VEN-0656 Venomn Pro Charger

Tomiye / ANigator Clips with DC Power Supply VEN-0657 Venom Pro Charger
Adaptor With AC/DC Power Supply

WWW.VENOM-GROUPRP.COM

* 30% or rmore average runtime and 33% lighter than
the cormparable NiMH pack.

» Unique top / end power lead location allows for
fitrment in a wide range of chassis platforrns.

* 12-gauge silicone wire and Traxxas® High Current
Connector.

« Durable case designed to protect the battery
during extre/me use.

O

g : :
3 - ;
> > >
¥ N N2
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Equipped with the

High-Current
Connector

Includes balance connector “JSTX42.5 3P” (Same as
Great Planes Electrify and Horizon Hobby E-Flite

=Y

© Copyright 2008 Venom Group International
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6. AIR LEAK

The three most common areas for leaks within
an engine are through the back plate, between
the carburetor and crankcase, and through
the cylinder head. All of these areas are easy
to address. Use a little bit of high temperature
silicone to seal the back plate against the
crankcase. You should also use a bit of silicone
between the carburetor and crankcase, but be
sure to push the carb down firmly before you
secure it. It is very common for air o leak at
this point if the carb o-ring is not tightly sealed
against the crankcase. When it comes to the

 cylinder head (and the engine in general) it is
important that all gaskets be in good shape and
all screws firmly in place (remember to tighten
cylinder head screws in a cross pattern). Loose
screws usually result in an air leak. Never use

*thread-locking compound on infernal engine

- parts, though, or you'll have a hard time getting
your engine apart. Always allow a good 12
hours of cure time after using high temperature
silicone before you attempt fo fire up your
engine again.

7. LOOSE ENGINE BOLTS

There are three simple steps to eliminate the
possibility of your engine bolts becoming
loose. First, make sure your screws and engine
mounts are clean and free of oil by cleaning
them with denatured alcohol. Second, use

a drop of blue thread lock on each screw.
Finally, make sure to use high quality tools so
you can fighten the mounting bolts with some
authority. Follow these simple rules and your
engine will never come loose.

8. STRIPPED GEARS

i Stripped gears are usually a direct result of the engine shifting

! (which is caused by loose engine bolts). Since you have followed

! the advice given above and this will never happen to you, let's

! discuss the other factors that may cause stripped gears. The most

important thing is setting your gear mesh. Your gear mesh needs

i to be perfect to ensure long lasting gears. Your gears should not

be jammed together and binding; nor should they be spread

apart and barely touching. A good trick is to stick a piece of

! paper between the gears, push the gears together, and then

tighten the adjustable mounting screws. The piece of paper will

i generally give you the perfect gap, though you should still check the mesh by checking the play between
gears. Keep in mind that all gears have high spots so check a few different areas while setting mesh.

You should also inspect your gears for damage between each run. If the gears look worn or out of
shape, replace them before they become unusable during a race. Also, check in each tooth for
rocks or debris lodged between the teeth. For some applications you can even upgrade

some of the stock gears to aftermarket steel ones for increased durability.

PE-1
——H=Ha—ENE-ERD =R —E=EE-— Infrared

Thermometer

A DIVISION OF THE MIGHTY PRO EXOTICS
The Most Important R/C Tool!

The Professionals agree - Instant &

Accurate Results
-27°F to 428°F
Min / Max Lock Mode

3 more
Models
Available

Distributed by - Enai T
ngine iemps

Track Temps
Tire Temps
Foxy Chick Temps

Metal Cases

Our Customers agree - too!

“The best $25 you could ever spend!”
“Very easy to use, quick and accurate!”

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Increase your R/C IQ

& Understanding! Order Online



9. DEAD EQUIPMENT BATTERIES

If you've ever arrived at the track with a dead starter box or glow igniter, smack yourself in the head.
Plug all your battery equipment in the night before a race to charge it up. You should also always have

a backup plan. If you use 7.2-volt batteries in
your starter box, make sure you have a quick
/ charger available. If you use a wet, gel, or
dry cell that can’t be charged quickly, be sure
to have an adapter soldered up so you can
plug your starter box into a car battery. Carry

an alkaline style igniter as a backup for your
glow igniter. They cost less than $5 and a good

old Duracell can save your race day if your
rechargeable igniter goes for a poop.

10. LOOSE FLYWHEEL

Thread lock and a little muscle are all you need to ensure a
secure flywheel-to-crankshaft connection. Make sure your
engine’s crankshaft is clean and free of cil and use blue
thread lock to secure your clutch nut. Hold the flywheel with
channel locking pliers or one of the fancy tools that many
radio control manufacturers make and tighten the clutch
nut on hard (holding the flywheel with a rag and your
hand simply won't cut it, pal!). You can go pretty nuts here;
crankshafts are made of hardened steel, so you should be
able fo torque that sucker on really tight. Don’t go too crazy
and break out the torque wrench, but this nut should be the
tightest nut on your vehicle. Be sure to allow 15 minutes or
so for the thread-lock to cure before use.

1. DIRTY PLUG REMOVAL

This section pertains to both your glow plug
and your air filter. Your engine is a relatively
sealed system and this design helps keep
damaging contaminants from entering your
engine while it spools up to 35,000+ RPM.
Anytime you open your engine up you run
the risk of allowing debris to get into the
usually sealed system. Before you remove
your glow plug or your air filter, make

sure that the area around these objects is
completely clean. Use a bristle brush and
some nitro cleaner around the base of your
air filter before removal, and before you pull
your glow plug out, squeeze a quick shot of
nitro cleaner into the top of the cylinder head
to keep things clean.

10,Rock Cravies

Find out what else we have in the works: WWW.AXIALUSA.COM




If we could afford hand models, we’d use them too.
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14. GUMMY ENGINE

Fuel should never be left in your fuel tank unless you are running your vehicle, or it may cause corrosion

or a gummy engine. So, when you are done ripping it up for the day, safely dump the remaining

fuel from your fuel tank. Don’t dump this fuel back into your gallon or fuel bottle since it may become
contaminated during the transfer. Fire up your engine just like you would any other time and let it idle
until it stalls on its own. This will burn most of the remaining fuel from your fuel tank, fuel lines, and within
your crankcase. Start your engine up one or two more times at the most and let it idle until it flames-out

again. Now your engine is completely dry of fuel and is ready for some after-run oil.

Unlike most full size car engines our little nitro plants don't have rev
limiters to cut off the fuel supply once the RPM enter the dangerously high
level. For this reason, if your engine ever opens up while the wheels are
unloaded (such as when your car is on its lid instead of on all fours), it can
easily spin up to an RPM that the internal metal parts don't like. A nitro
engine without load will basically spin faster and faster until something
breaks inside. The part that usually breaks is the connecting rod, which
isn't be too bad except that its shrapnel generally rockets through your
piston, sleeve, and sometimes even the side of the crankcase. Make sure
that when you are upside down you are off the throttle. Unfortunately, you
can’t always prevent an unloaded runaway, so make sure you have both
an electronic fail safe and a throttle return spring installed on your chassis
to bring your engine back to reality in the event of a lost radio signal.

15 RUNAWAY
-VEHICLE

With the fail-safe technologies of today
there is no reason for a car to runaway
anymore. Keep in mind that you require
two kinds of Fail-Safe units to be completely

safe. Mechanical Fail Safe units, such as a
throttle-return-spring, close the carburetor on

CLOSING

As the years go by and we become more and more knowledgeable about the mini power plants
bolted to our chassis, it becomes much easier to setup and run a reliable nitro mill with OUM(mrlmg
power outpuf However, we don't yet have the u‘||n|\i|ify that we've come to (‘\poct from other engines

in our lives, nor do we expect the same kinds of output from those engines. With that being said shuly

this list well so none of these issues ever affect you Then you can worry about more important Ohinq«,

like winning the race! £¥
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your engine when there is no power to the
servo. This is necessary if your battery dies,
your battery falls out of the car, a servo wire
is cut, or you lose servo power completely
for any reason. Electronic Fail Safe units will
return your throttle servo to a pre-determined
position in the case of radio interference or
loss of signal. Keep in mind: fo be completely
safe you must use both mechanical and

electronic Fail Safe units. Many radios now
include some sort of electronic fail safe
system, so you may only need to install a
throttle-return-spring into your car to be
completely protected.

»




Chat With Electrlc Professionals At...

FREE Lipo Info DVD At %
Www. MaxAmps.com

DISCLOS nd a 4S MaxAmps Lipo Pack!



NEW Ultra GTP Dirt Oval Chassi

Stripped Down and Specially Priced for the Dirt Oval Driver's Needs.

Rip on the throttle; throw the car sideways and power through the turns! Get into the fun, excitement
and adrenaline rush of 1/8 nitro four-wheel drive dirt oval racing with OFNA's dirt oval spec GTP chassis.
This platform is based on race-proven technology and is fitted with the right gear to make it a winner
on the high banks. Just add an engine, electronics, a Late Model Dirt Oval body and Go!
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FEATURES

Single Speed/No Center Diff

Off-set wheel hubs

Includes Pipe System, Air Filter & 3-shoe Clutch
Street Tread Tires and Spoke Wheels

No Body, Radio, or Engine
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e 949.586.2910
IDea] 7 VANDERBILT, IRVINE, CA 92618




It took a while for Skinny to feel better after the “gallon challenge.”

THE SKINNY

FORTUNE COOKIE SAYS:

“THOUGHTS BECOME THINGS..
CHOOSE THE GOOD ONESI.. ...

words: Brian “Skinny"~ Skinner

The funny part is—this is “the” tradeshow for
the industry. First off, it was smaller than our
shows, and it felt like I was visiting a morgue.
There wasn't a lot of trathc in the aisles, and

it didn’t look like there was much business
going on. The other thing I noticed was that
there was not a lot of innovation—most of the
booths had the same things—just different
packaging. In comparison, the hobby shows

have entertainment of sorts, music, and evidence

of at least some innovation and variety. This
little field trip has boosted my feclings about
our hobby’s state of affairs, and I feel better.
This leads me to this month’s profound fortune
cookie saying that I got from Joey Christensen
(read the above saying this month!). Joey is right
on with this saying, and I'm going to use it this
year. Thoughts do become reality, and I can
attest to that, because it's happened in my life so

many times I should know better than to doubt

it! I guess the moral of this little tirade is that
things could always be worse, and we should
think happy thoughts. As the old saying
goes, “You draw more Hlies with honey than
you do salt!”

The world is your sandbox
—ROOST it!

SKINNY

THANK YOU HOBBY SHOPS THAT CARE!

46 | WWW.RC411.COM

| forgot to mention this
when | covered the RC Pro Series finals,
but | want to thank the hobby shops that
load up their goods and come out to
events. They are a Godsend to me, and
sometimes they are the only ones that
have parts | need at events that are out

in the middle of nowhere. Indy RC World
was at the RCP finals, and was the only
hobby shop within a hundred miles of the
track. It seemed like they loaded up the
whole hobby shop and brought it to the
event—which was good because | think

| broke every part | had that weekend.
So for you hobby shop owners out there,
consider heading out to the races—there
are a lot of guys out there that would love
to spend some money with you. Thanks,
Indy RC. I'll see you next year!

Contact: www.indyreworld.net



side from my

nickname, Skinny,

1 lot of people call
me Shrek as well. .do | really resemble
a large lovable ogre? Even my litile sister thinks of me as
Shrek, and she lovingly bought these Shrek treats for me. | thought it was cool, and | thought
you might like to snack on my likeness, so here's a taste. Actually, I've received many Shrek
collectables from you out there in reader land, and | thank you. Thanks litlle sister for thinking

of me—God Bless!

As you can probably tell by now,
I’'m building up some Losi 8s for the racing
season, and have been collecting cool items
to trick out my rides. My buddies over at
M2C Racing have these new three degree
anti-squat plates with pivot balls which

don’t know about you, but |
like one-piece engine mounts
. ) ) o They just make adjustments
improve handling and increase stability , ; ;
easier and gives me piece of
mind better. So it was with

great joy that | discovered

while cornering—all things | need to help
my driving. The plates are anodized black
aluminum machined plates, and | really like
the idea of the floating hinge pin concept. that Xtreme Racing makes o
Letting the hinge pin swing freely seems to | one-piece engine mount for
work well protecting the pins from severe the Losi 8's. To make life in the
impacts. M2C has many items for your l pits even better, Xtreme built a quick
particular racer, so check them out. release engine mount info the design so
Price: $35.00 you don’t need to readjust the engine
Contact: www.m2cracing.com bracket when you service the clutch

l very nicel Of course, the mount is made

from the best aluminum and has a great

Puppy love machined finish to give you that “works”
look. Xtreme has this, and much more
available for your ride on their website. |

could be biased, but | like their name!

* Price: $44.99
3 Contact: www.xtremercracing.com

Got a Question
OR IDEA?

If you need the skinny right now about what's
going on in RC, or have a burning question
you need answered, just log onto Xireme's
website al: www.xtremerc.com and look
for “Ask Skinny.” I'll be happy to answer

hless 1/8-scale buggies be the Hl your questions online, and they may even

wer

wind up in the magazine. You can also reach
me at brians@rc411.com. Of course, this
will help keep my cell phone bill down and
help you get an answer to your thoughts.

\ Magic 8-Ball’s answer...

Sk;'nny says:
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SWAY BARS, ALUMINUM LINKS

HIGH CAPACITY

150

FUEL TANK

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION

SUPPORTING THE RACER
WITH OVER S0 PROVEN

CHAMPIONSHIP
- FEATURES.
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HIGH-VOLUME TWOD-STAGE AR FILTER COMPACT RECEIVER BOX AND ALUuMINULM 1T7MM SPLINED
SERVO MOUNTS WHEEL HUEB AND HEX NLTY
\ ) \ AN A\
6na al champ P m
ed., high manc m
adva d, hig r acng

NATIONAL
Time CHAMPION

www. Traxxas.caoin




True-Track
Rear A-arm

»

Conversion Kit 7

for the T/E-MaxXx
2.5R 3.3 & E-Maxx 716.8,

& Revo 2/ versions

Traxxas
T/E-Maxx

Traxxas Revo

o ey ey
It 1 JA=armiConversionJKit:)

© ELIMINATION OF VULNERABLE & SLOP INDUCING REAR TOE-LINKS.
- Consistent rear toe angles throughout the entire range of suspension travel.

- Complete elimination of rear bump steer (the tendency of toe angles to vary
during normal up & down suspension travel typical of toe-link rear ends).

* PERFECT REAR TOE-IN ANGLES FIXED AT 1.5 DEGREES PER SIDE.
- Superior & predictable rear traction with uniform rear toe angles.
- Toe angles are perfect in relation to the chassis — virtually unobtainable by
current measurement methods & toe-link rear ends.

* RPM True-Track Kits create ZERO WEIGHT GAIN (32g weight loss on Revo kits!)
e Included oversized bearings that are better than twice as strong as stock bearings.
e Massive 4mm outer hinge pins assure survivability during extreme crashes.

* Made from the ultimate RPM blend of materials for strength & durability that is
unrivaled!

* EVERYTHING’S INCLUDED - No additional parts needed to complete the conversion.

e EXCELLENT VALUE when taking into consideration everything that is included in
each kit.

orgnart iiiier s &3 IETP il s
WWW.RPVIRCERODUCTS:COM,




ONSTER PIT, our monthly department dedicated to nothing but monster trucks: electric and
nitro. Look for Monster Pit every month for the latest on new monster parts, Kits, racer tips,
off-road news, and off-road how-to’s. Got something you want to see in Monster Pit? Let me

» know at JamesR@rc411.com.

Put your superfunction Fluke away, and arm
yourself with Dynamite’s Sentry Li-Po./Ni
MH Battery Capacity Gauge. Designed as
an easy fo use, no-rills digital voltmeter, the
Sentry will let you keep tabs on your radio
and receiver battery pack voltage. Its easy
to read LCD display shows you the voltage
capacities of battery packs (from 3.7-20v)
and requires no internal battery

HEAD
GEAR

Keep your dome covered on our next R C outing
with the new Venom black and white and color
logo hats and “skull cap” beanies. The hats have
Flexfit® bands to give you a perfect, comfortable
fit every time, and the skull caps are made with
100% acrylic fabric.

One size fits most.

PART NAME, #PART NUMBER, $28 (SKULL CAP) / $30
(LOGO HAT)

WWW.VENOM-GROUP.COM

)

CRUISE THE LANDS

Tamiya seems to be going back to what made them famous—scale

reproduction. After producing the very popular High-Lift lineup, Tamiya
debuted their newest scale rock star: I present to you their new Toyota
Land Cruiser 40, a scale crawler designed to tackle the rocks, Tamiya

style! The new CR-01 chassis features a pressed aluminum ladder

frame (a la High-Lift), a low-position planetary gearbox, central battery

location, and a stock 40.5:1 gear ratio for gobs of torque to climb

whatever you put in front of it. The scale-looking four-link suspension

features “floating” coil springs and separate dampers. Tamiya

completes the package with true beadlock wheels and a true-to-scale

old school Land Cruiser 40
(not today’s heavy, leather-
clad civilian gas guzzler!)
What does this mean for the
XRC offices? We've got yet
another scale machine that I
will go deathmatch with Dave
to see who gets to review it.
Toyota Land Cruiser 40,
58405, $515

www.tamiyausa.com
T ———————
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MONSTER PIT

GOLDEN... GREEN ALUMINUM

Golden Horizons expands its extensive aluminum parts line-up with these new pieces for
Axial’s AX-10 Scorpion. Pictured here are their upper 3-link mount, radio/transmission
mount, and sweet transmission case. All parts come in an Axial-matching green
anodized finish, and the 3-link mount includes a captured ball end for strength.

ALUM. TRANSMISSION SET (04039) S45 / ALUM. UPPER 3-LINK MOUNT (04053) 520 /

ALUM. RADIO/TRANSMISSION MOUNT (04043) 528

WWW.GHHOBBY.COM

MAX MAXS CRAWLER?

Competitive crawlers take note — Pro-line Racing’s new Helios body is
designed for extreme competition. This futuristic looking shell is made from
.030 lexan and weighs a scant 41 grams (unpainted.) Designed for the
Scorpion and Wheely King, this machine sports a narrow 5” width and a
low 3.4" profile. The Helios includes a full decal sheet and is ready to take
on the Thunderdome.

HELIOS, 3268, $26

WWW.PROLINERACING.COM

IN-HOUSE HPI CONVERSION

With the aftermarket manufacturing crawler conversion kits for HPI Racing’s

popular Wheely King, it was only a matter of time before HPI decided to make

their own conversion kit in-house. Well, that's just what they did, and here’s what

you get: first of all, the wheelbase is extended 2.25" (keeping within 2.2 class

rules) by way of longer slider drive shafts and anodized aluminum lower links

which attach to the axles with new suspension mount brackets. The steering servo

and battery are relocated forward for more front bite to get over those steep

obstacles. Diff lockers

are included for both

differentials, and lock

the front and rear diffs

for extra traction. Also

included are convenient body mounts
and 17mm hex hubs that allow

the Wheely King Crawler o be
compatible with a wide variety of
bodies and wheels.

WHEELY KING CRAWLER CONVERSION SET,
87633, STBA

WWW.HPIRACING.COM
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1/8+ AWD
NITRO MONSTER TRUCK
FACTORY ASSEMBLED

READY-TO-RUN

o

Stomp your friends’ smaller trucks!
The 1/8+ sized MMT is huge. Look at the size comparison! Other MMI;“(T;?;‘;‘N(SZS i
110 and regular 1/8th trucks cannot compare. The features list is Hei:ht:‘Bﬂ..ﬁcm(IZin)

HUGE too. Inside you'll find a 3-channel FM computer radio, metal gear Width: 43.2cm (17 in)
digital steering servos x2 (yes TWO digitals!), steel gears, two speed, ™ Weight: 6.35kg (141bs)

! i R N
double chassis bracing, rear-exhaust tuned pipe, XTM 28 engine, ‘T’Y““?““‘" 4?'91 v g h & e,{ﬁ
. ) ) 4 ire diameter: 17.78cm (7 in) <
large-series wheels/tires, and all the adjustments and features youd Ground Clearance: 10.16cm (4in) \\\Q
find in the competition's tiny trucks. Bigger is better. You're getting
the higgest truck in the monster truck catagory with the MMT. WWW.TEAMXTM.COM

47 Get one now. You'll find a list of authorized dealers at www.Globalhobby.com. Global Hobby Distributors supplies dealers nationwide with XTM. Can't find it locally?

S Call 1 800 854 8471 (regular business hours) and order one. XTM distributed in North America by Global Hobby Distributers.18480 Bandilier Circle. Fountain Valley, CA 92708. ww
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is now the exclusive distributor for all Novarossi
products in North America.

CONGRATULATIONS

r finishing 1st and 2nd at the Mugen
;gntflnl"lnxl a!llld or Scott’s TQ and win of
the Capital Classic in Maryland
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n The Dirt, our monthly department dedicated to nothing but off-road racing: electric and nitro.
Look for In The Dirt every month for the latest on new parts, kits, racer tips, off-road news, and
off-road how-to’s. Got something you want to see In The Dirt? Email me at MikeW@rc411.com.

words: Mike Wortel

DYNAMITE

STIKSION CA
For those of us who have been in the

industry for a while, we know that CYCLONE D4WCE

When the Cyclone D4 came out last year, everyone expected big things. Hot Bodies,

Dynamite is one of those brands that

makes excellent products, no matter $Tts mon o ATesis i . . .
- i : HPI's racing division, has a strongracing heritage, and sponsorssome of the biggest
whether it’s tools or accessories, the big . g o . .
G 5 Is bi ficy. Thei racers in the world. The D4 proved to be very competitive, but it doesn't stop there.
recracker equals big quality. Their new . . . . . L
q 89 ’ After another year of R&ID, Hot Bodies has a 2.0 “pro” version of their 1/10-scale

Stiksion CA shouldn’t be any different. 3 . . P .
: buggy, the World Championship Edition. The new, unassembled kit has new shocks,

It’s ideal for tire mounting, and dries . . . : )
y a newly designed main chassis, revamped front and rear shock towers, a new slipper

srf'(mg a-nd cleas, w”hf"" that residue clutch design, beefier front arms, and more optimized wing mounts. The WC update
often left by low quality CA.
Part #: DYNP7000
Street price: $6.00

WWW.DYNAMITERC.COM

rounds oft with a set of brand new shocks, which promise to be smoother and more

user-friendly than their predecessors.
Part #: 61007
Street price: TBD

WWW.HOTBODIESONLINE.COM
3-PIECE HEX WRENCH SET

When you're at the track,
speed isn't only the essence of
racing, it’s also the essence of

SH-RESI
pitting. Being able to work TOUGHER AND MORE CRASH-RES

‘uoos majaa1 ABBng qpmyp soyjoun Buiop aq Jim sawop skos sppo

on your car, and keep your

tools consolidated can be ;

not only helpful but essential # MORE CONSISTENT AND
over the race weekend. EASIER TO BUILD

Dynamite is releasing a new

hex set that fearures a ratcheting handle with a quick release,

and various replacement tips, so you can tailor your set to

a specific car. They're available in standard and metric and

TERNALLY

T S R TIGHTNESS
Part #: DYNP2920(30)(40) ADJUST SUIPPE

Street price: $25-$27

FRONT ARMS Fo OPTIMIZED WEIGHT BALANCE
WWW.DYNAMITERC.COM EXTRA STRENGTH ]

should be available by the middle of April. 3 \ EASIER TO EX

QUICK FIRE STARTING BOX

Most racers haven't seen a pull-start or roto start in a while.
The industry standard for racing is the use of a bump starr,
so it’s a good idea to have a high quality starting box in your

repertoire. Dynamite’s new, universal starting box packs a

whopping 775-sized motor, plenty of power to turn over the

most stubborn nitro engines.
The adjustable chassis braces
allow it to accommodate to
most vehicles, and it can

be powered by two 7.2V
packs or one 12V cell.

Part #: DYNP5300
Street price: $75
WWW.DYNAMITERC.COM
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TEAM LOSI  JCONCEPTS

J82 CONVERSION KIT

RA< :IN( ; This is a new racing idea that makes
a lot of sense. As 1/10-scale tracks are

ATOMIC 1/8-SCALE RACING disappearing at an alarming rate, in
TIRES tavor of large 1/8-scale tracks, 2WD
Pretry much everyone knows that GRP buggies are having a tougher time
has recently been incorporated by Horizon filling a niche. Well JConcepts has an
Hobby, = v interesting solution. They now offer

distributor the 82 conversion, which takes the
tor Losi. This

means that

bigger, more forgiving AE T4 stadium

truck, and turns it into a buggy. The

their two kit includes a new buggy body. wheel,

teams can now tires, turnbuckles and ball cups. They )
.

join forces all give the T4 the scale of a buggy, but the

on the racing drivability of a relatively larger truck.

circuit. Losi Part# 4002
and GRP have Street price: $80
combined to WWW.JCONCEPTS.NET

release a whole
new series of
racing tires for
the 1/8-scale
circuit, the
Atomic line.
The tires
feature a newly-
tormulated
Blue

compound.

and use molded

inserts. They're

2227229297999

~ ¥/ FLOSTICOMPRESSION?
e 'W@I];}&@ CLASS SLEEVE RESIZING

and durability. And they're also available 1000’S OF SATISFIED RACERS!
in a non-mounted trim. GRP and Losi’s : .
partnership continues to bring a big punch ) MOTOR MOD $60 SLEEVE RESIZE $20
to the racing scene, and Atomic tires is yet ’

another example of this trend. i t R
Part Number: LOSA17764B (5B)(6B)
(78)(8B); LOSA17781B(2B)

0 ,
Street price: $24-547 N FIINNET RGO VIS

WWW.L0SI.COM \ i DIVISION OF PROPINCH.COM
: WHO GIVES “CALL JOE FOR ALL YOUR MOTOR NEEDS”
YOU MORE? 414-699-6944 3564 E. Squire Ave. Cudahy, Wi 53110

RADLINE MASTER SERIES

e T2 SCALE ELECTRIC AWD VEHICLES

THESE RTR's ROCK RIGHT OUT OF THE
BOK! PERFECT FOR STREET OR OFF ROAD.

= FULL BALL BEARING SET \ .-~ AND THEY WONT

3 2 BREAK THE BANK! MAINTAIN YOUR
3 :;:;’:";f”,g;%ﬂz' RADLINE RC WITH A COMPLETE LINE
OF PERFORMANCE AND REPLACEMENT

- 27 mnz rmfaoro : PARTS AVAILABLE AT A HOBBY STORE
NEAR YOU!

OFRDER YOURS 1004V

-, . /
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YOU'RE GONNA Wik

MBX5R

- Titanium Rear Upper Arm

- Rear Lower Arm Support (5Smm)
- Al. Front Tension Rod

- Al. Rear Tension Rod

- Lower Arm Shaft

- Rear Lower Arm Shaft

- Al. Rear Upright R/L

- Rear Anti-Roll Bar (92.9)

- Front Anti-Roll Bar (92.4)

- Front Lower Arm Support (4mm)
- Servo Saver Plate (5mm)

- Front Damper Stay (5mm)

- Rear Damper Stay (5mm)

- One-Piece Engine Mount

- Al Clutch Shoe

- Titanium Turnbuckle Rod 35mm
- Titanium Steering Rod 36 (®4)
- Light-Weight Body

- Fuel Filter S

- Color Silicone Pipe (Gray)
- Carrying Bag M (Gray)

MBXSR BUGGY WINS

2007 RC PRO 2007 Rio de 2007 3 Annual 2007 ARCCC 2007 Mugen 2007 Mugen Seiki
Caribbean Series Janeiro 0ff-Road Meeting Three Hour Seiki Cup Asian Cup
Final Race Championship Fortaleza Ceara Enduro Race 0ff-Road Race Thailand
Puerto Rico 0ff-Road Round 3 Brazil New Zealand Korea
Brazil

The complete MR NINJA engine
line was born from an absolute
new and high-tech industrial
project, under the technological
supervision of Mario ROSSI.
Everything has been studied
with the most up-to-date and
advanced software of mechani-
cal simulation, to know and
reproduce the conditions of use
and deformation of compo-
nents and materials at high

~ 7

temperatures. All compo-
nents (even the ones appar-

ently less important) have
been meticulously
studied and the

firmed a very ¢(
high basic

quality that will

standard quality in

this field.

result has con-
set a new worldwide

2007 North Island
0ff-Road
Championships
New Zealand

2007 1/8
0ff-Road Grand
Prix de Montpellier
France

@
ia'

t —
N )
\_ "4
\ _/./
\7 Y
—d —— J
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MR21 BO1A



GCHOOSE HOW.

MBX5T

- Fuel Filter S

- Front Upper Plate

- Center Diff. Mount Plate

- Titanium Rear Upper Arm

2007 R/C Car Action - Rear Lower Arm Support

Manufacturer's Cup - Front Lower Arm Support
USA - Lower Arm Shaft

- Rear Lower Arm Shaft S

- Rear Lower Arm Mount

- Al. Rear Upright

MBXST TRUGGY WINS

2006 ROAR Nationals
Championship
USA

2007 North Island
0ff-Road Championship
USA

/E.
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MR28 BO1A

- Al. Front Tension Rod

- Al. Rear Tension Rod

- Radio Plate

- Servo Saver Plate 5Smm

- Front Damper Stay Smm

- Rear Damper Stay 5mm

- One-Piece Engine Mount

- Titanium Steering Rod 76 (4)
- Titanium Turn Buckle Rod 47

MUGEN SEIKI RACING LTD. 20525 Crescent Bay Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630,
U.S.A. Phone: 949-707-5607 Fax: 949-707-5614 www.mugenracing.com




TOURING CORNER

ant to cut to the chase and see what’s new in the on-road
scene? Just flip to these pages each month and you’ll get
all the latest news, gossip, and products on the market. From the
latest body to the newest speed secret, you'll find it here. If you've
got a tip, secret or new part you'd like to see here, just email
ShaneA@rc411l.com.

» RUMOR MILL

F or the past few years, two of the
most popular rubber tire choices
in electric touring racing have been
the Take-Off and RP pre-mounts.
However, word on the street is that
the Japanese-based companies who
produce these tires have run out of a
key chemical that is used in their

8 production, leaving tire supplies
# dangerously low as a result.
9 l Here in the US, importers have had
i o difficult time getting fresh tires,
T A K E E U 0 8 T I T l leaving racers with few choices;
l l  Jaco has been the beneficiary of
il this shortage as their new Rubberz

l have become the new standard.
T o many of us yanks it may seem like a strange place to hold a major race, but the annual Thailand According to industry insiders, the

words: Shane Archer

International Touring Championship—a.k.a. the TITC—has been attracting the top drivers in the ll  Take-Off and RP tires may be coming
world for years now. Each Spring it gives us some good insight into who is fast, and who the top back soon—perhaps under a new
drivers of the year are likely to be worldwide. In this year’s edition, all of the usual suspects were present: name—but having already fallen
Rheinard, Hirosaka, Hara, Moore, Leino, and more. Making things more interesting was the knowledge behind in the cll-importqnt maior-
that the IFMAR Worlds are going to be held on this track later this year, which turned the TITC into a sort race-handout sweepsl‘qkes,
of informal Worlds tune-up. In the end it was Teemu Leino driving his XRAY T2'008 to victory, followed it looks like the heyday for these
closely by reigning World Champ Andy Moore and Ronald Voelker, both driving Hot Bodies Cyclones. popular tires has passed.
Although Yokomo has been fairly quiet lately on the touring scene here in the States, they must be doing ; Since the “official” closing of the
well internationally—their three cars in the A final were matched only by Hot Bodies, with two each for

henomenal (and sorely missed
XRAY and Tamiya to round out the top ten. We can’t wait for the Worlds this Fall P ( v )

Tamiya USA track, rumors have
flown about what will be happening
to the annual Reedy Race of
Champions in 2008 and beyond.
Recent rumors have mentioned
popular California tracks Ripon

and Speedworld as possible
destinations, while others have
reported (or hoped?) that the race
may visit some other destinations in
the US outside of California. As one
of the premiere US-based electric
races that always features some of
the year’s best competition, it would
be a shame to see a year pass with
no Reedy Race.

Could the Pro 10 class be
making a comeback? With
recently released new cars from a
variety of smaller manufacturers, it

Note to Shane: It's not Xray, or X-ray; it's XRAY!

?Z::USL::?X::(?S' Iooks' like dusfling off those c;)ld pan
i cars in your closet may not be so
i :::Z,rs;ﬁ(e“j;::?:;si)es, far-fetched after all. With‘ LiPo packs
4. Alexander Hagberg [XRAY) and brushle'ss motors taking some of
5 i Mobikans Diolireat the emph0515 off of insane .botfery
: ; : matching and motor tweaking, Pro
§. Alsushi Horo {Hot Bodies) 10 could actually become the high-
1. Cliets Gealnger {Yokomo} speed budget class that many
8. Viktor Wilck (Tamiya) have craved. If you've never seen
9. Marc Rheinard (Tamiya) them run, these cars can really fly!

10. Masami Hirosaka (Yokomo)




Who is making YOUR tires?!...

Tires are a big investment for RC racing enthusiasts, so you want to be sure
that you're getting you're money's worth on the track. AKA Racing tires are designed
by Gil Losi, Jr. and Mark Pavidis, the designers of the world's best performing tires
of the last decade. So, if you're not running AKA, who's making your tires?

ad 15 BUGGY 11400TM (me £ EINEITER 35058 11400 e
1:8 BUGGY #14001M [medium) 1:8 BUGGY #14002M [medium)

g TRUGGY PART#14101S (soft)
TRUGGY PART#14101M [medium)

Superior balance - tire and wheel molds are precision made to ensure
the most consistent wall thickness, density, etc. to produce tires

and wheels that are more balanced for ultimate performance.

y TRUGGY #14102S (soft)

. ¥ (CITYBLOCKS TRUGGY #14102M [medium)]
@——— Highly developed "next generation"
rubber compounds with better
traction and reduced tread wear.

Open-cell, contoured HRS™ foam
inserts that are up to 40-percent
lighter, more durable and more
consistent than most inserts.

Advanced composite wheel material
that allows superior adhesion
with CA glue.

VWorld Class Products by World Champions

m ¢ raceaka.com ¢ available in finer stores —Spring 08" * raceaka.com ¢ ract
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/ \ e The GFX uses LINEAR (constant
current) charge and discharge
’ ' technology. This is the ultimate
. . “clean power” for your batteries
and motors. GFX discharge results
compare directly with cell labels.

e Many PRO drivers choose Com-
| petition Electronics products for
their performance and reliability.
Our products are designed to be
upgradable for
a long service life.

GETUPTO
SPEED WITH
UPDATES FOR
YOUR
COMPETITION
ELECTRONICS
CHARGER!

T n—
#CEI-3760

NIMH compatibility

LIPO Updates are oo update available for
available for your i your Turbo (‘

Turbo 35 BL, and pompetition Elecoonis - 30 Turbo Flex
Turbo 35 GFX. : (9 button model ).

For over 20 years Competiti 208851445
has been producing the wor '

gers, battery matching syste

supplies. Find out for yourse

top racers choose Competiti

e As the name implies all Competition Electronics products are designed for racing. M
e Exceptional service and support is just a phone call away. - ED PET’T’DN

e Qur chargers are recommended by many battery matching companies ELEETRDN’ES



TOURING CORNER

ROAR APPROVES
LIPO PACKS FOR SEDAN

For those who hope to race at ROAR-sanctioned events using
a Li-Po setup, you'll be happy to know that just as we went to
press, ROAR released a brand new, up-to-date list of approved
LiPo packs for touring car racing. Ever since it was announced
that Li-Po and brushless would be legal for competition, racers
have been wondering exactly which packs they will be able to
run. Well, here’s the list:

Core 7.4V 3250mAh #CR034

Core 7.4V 5000mAh #CR004

Hobbico Team Checkpoint 5400 #TCPC3656
Losi 7.4V 5000mAh 2 Cell 20C #LOSB9861
Orion Platinum Edition 4800 #14000

Orion Carbon Edition 3200 #14001

Orion 3600 Race Spec #14005

Reedy LIPO 5000mAh PRO #703

Reedy LIPO 5000mAh #704

Reedy LIPO 3200mAh PRO #705

SMC 5000mAh

SMC 4000mAh

TrakPower 4900 25C 7.4 #TP49002S

If youhave a pack or packs that aren’t on the list, don’t worry

yet; ROAR has said that they are continuing to actively certify new
packs as competition-legal. Of course if your track of choice is not
strictly following ROAR guidelines anyway, you can safely show up
with that 50,000mAh super-pack that you stole from the aliens who
abducted you last winter, and nobody will be any the wiser.
www.roarracing.com
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HAK(O

SOLDERING STATION

936

Solder it Right and FAST!
+ Adjustable temperature control (392° - 896°F) JEe
» Powerful ceramic heating element P
* Rapid heat up and FAST thermal recovery
* Three color skins available

 Excellent for battery packs, connectors, motors and circuit boards

www. HakkoUSA. com

See us at RC Expo, April 19-20, Booth #539

1'/
SR

HAK®D

Functional Hood Scoops,

NACA Ducts and more.
ifically designed for
C Cars & Trucks




oltage
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Available at

AIMAINHOBBIES

1.800.705.2215



ProTek RC provides high quality,
competitively priced R/C products
and accessories. See the complete
line at your favorite hobby retailer.

Dealer Inquiries through HRP Distributing
www.HRPDealer.com



GH Racing specializes in manufacturing high quality CNC aluminum hop-ups and option parts for HPI Racing,
Traxxas, Team Associated, Team Losi, Axial and Duratrax product lines. We use high quality materials to

make affordable parts. Not only do we make great stock replacement parts, we actually redesign them and ,
make them better. " & & &V i i & & &0 &0 &0 & B i i S 2 S S A A LA S & P G R

IHENIRACINGEYBAYAYS B

ErontiHublCarrier sS85 99Y00) (GaslGaplo44t90) GlutchiBell[GarrierZd559199)
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Visit our website at www. ghhobby Ccom to see our complete line up of products.
You can also order parts by phone at 604.767.8522

Availabvie at local hobby shops or from these Distributors
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PERFORMANCE TEST

BABY SLIDE

words: Jeff Huneycutt | photos: Jason Boulanger

EN SPORTWERKS INTRODUCED THE RECOIL ASPART OF o
ERACERS SERIES IN 2007, the company hinted thatthe Recoil wouldaii
be the foundation for an expanding line of RC cars”Now wegé "
one of the first expansions on the Recoil concept, a 1/14-scale
Sportwerks calls the Tailwhip. The big question is how this'¢
scale—halfway between a 1/18-scale mini and a standai d
tourer—will work as a drifting platform,

{
:
i




1/14 scale—Is that a large mini or a small standard?

68 | WWW.RC411.COM

SPORTWERKS

TAILWHIP

BUMPER: A dense, foam
bumper keeps things sfe.

DRIVETRAIN: A shaft driven 4wd
drivetrain puts power fo the pavement.

EXPERIENCE LE

VEL: Novice fo Intermediote

SCALE POWER TYPE DRIVE

VEHICLE FEATURES

As already mentioned,

the Tailwhip is based on
Sportwerks’ Recoil touring
racer. In fact, the Tailwhip
shares all the major compo-
nents with the Recoil with the
exception of drift-specific
wheels, body, and mounting
system. The most effort has
obviously been put into the
wheels, which are vital for
any successful drift car. Not
only do they include rubber-
band inserts to tune traction,
but they also feature lights to
mimic glowing brake rotors.



DRIVE TIME ° The Tailwhip is ouffitted with a 370 size motor that uses
a 12-ooth pinion gear to drive the 58-tooth plastic spur gear. The drivetrain
also features an easily adjustable dual-pad slipper clutch to help control how

<= CHASSIS

LAYOUT: Fiberglass double deck

TYP

smoothly power is transferred to the wheels.

4-wheel independent

TURNBUCKLES:  Threaded steel rod

AT I

BODIES: Plastic

DAMPING (F/R): 25 wt. / 15wt.

¢y DRIVE TRAIN

TYPE: 4WD center shaft
DWFFERENTIAL:  Plostic gears (6 per diff)

AXLE TYPE: Steel dogbones
BEARINGS: Shielded

gy GEARING
" PINION/SPUR: 12/58

W\ It may sound silly at first. but
the lighted wheels actually look
really cool. JF

PRIMARY: 4831
INTERNAL: 1.95:1
° FINAL: 9.42:1

o DIMENSIONS |

WEIGHT: 1.75 bs. (794g)

TRACK
WIDTH (E/R): 525 in. (133 mm)

WHEELBASE: 7.375 in. (187 mm)

FANCY WHEELS ° The
wheel and tire setup is easily
the most impressive component
of the Tailwhip. Unlike most drift
cars where the tires are simply made of a
hard rubber compound, the Tailwhip actual-

ly uses a set of wheels constructed from hard RIDE HEIGHT 200 in. (5.08 mm)

ACCELERATION

0-60FT: 5.20sec. @17.2 mph

TOP SPEED: 20.1 mph

AVERAGE
RUN TIME: 5 minutes

MAIN COMPETITION

HPI Micro RS4 Drift, Tamiya TT-01 Drift-Spec

WHO IT'S FOR

Novice drivers looking to get a taste of RC drifting

plastic and allows you to dial in how much
traction you like. By themselves, the wheels
provide minimal traction, but grooves allow
you to insert large rubber O-rings to add
traction in small amounts. Plus, small lights in
each wheel light up when the car accelerates to mimic a set of glowing brake rotors on a large
scale car. It may sound silly at first, butthe lighted wheels actually look really cool.

POWERPLANT INFO

The Tailwhip’s 370-size electric motor is larger than the
280-powerplant found in most micros and minis, and it provides
plenty of torque (with a fresh battery pack) to break the drift wheels
loose.1 did, however, have an issue with the brushes sticking.
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PERFORMANCE TEST

TESTING

At 1/14-scale, the Tailwhip is a little too large and fast for sliding
indoors, so testing was performed in a large parking lot with plenty
of smooth asphalt—the typical arena for most drifters.

LOW SPEED MANEUVERING -+ The accelera
tion of any drift car is limited by the low-traction tires,
and the Tailwhip is no exception. At low speeds the
370 motor is more than capable of breaking the plastic
tires loose any time you give the trigger a full squeeze.
Low-speed drifts are a lirtle difficult, however, since
the Tailwhip uses the same geared diff as the Recoil
with no fluid or grease for resistance. Because of that,
the inside wheels diff our easily. If you are interested
in using the Tailwhip only as a drifter and don't plan
to ever bolt up a set of standard tires for race action, a
little CA to glue the diffs solid should help quite a bit.

Rating: 7

HIGH SPEED DRIFTING - At higher speeds
the open diff affects the handling less, and the
Tailwhip comes into its own. The stock setup makes
the car want to straighten up and pull out of an
extended slide rather than spin out. This is a good
trait for the novice drifters this car is aimed for, but
it does make holding an extended drift a bit of a
challenge. Fortunately, the chassis’ many tuning
options should help advanced drifters dial in the

handling traits they are looking for.

Rating: 8

WRENCHING

MAINTENANCE * Fxcept for the combined ESC/
receiver unit, the Tailwhip chassis looks like a 1/10
chassis that's been shrunk a bit. That's a good thing,
because everything here is proven. The one trouble
some thing, however, is that the motor died after
about a dozen packs. It turns out the brushes were
stuck and a little cleaning took care of it, but I've had

the same thing happen with the Recoil as well.

Rating: 7

WEAR AND TEAR * Overall, the Tailwhip is

an excellent design that performs well. There's even
a small plastic guard that extends beyond the battery
tray to protect against side-slapping a wall, One quirk
of this chassis 0 has th

U AR
RO in Wowi\W
\. ( y,

the relocated rear body mounts. The Tail
i Sportwerks 2-ch AM
whip uses an excellent scale-appearing body
that looks gorgeous, and to keep the realism

hig]l the rear mounts are moved back to

Sportwerks combined ESC &

an them out of the rear window. To achieve .
recever

this, extensions are used between the posts and

the rear shock tower they are mounted to. The

3 ; Sportwerks 5-25

problem is that this moves the posts farther back

than the rear bumper of the chassis, and a moder-

ate hit on the rear of the car means the impact is

; J Sportwerks £-370

absorbed directly by the body posts. This results
in a broken rear shock tower, making the car

&

undriveable until it is fixed. I blame my mediocre

Sportwerks 1,100 mAh, 7.2V
Ni-MH, 6 cell

LOSI: (Distributed by
Horizon Hobby)

SCORECARD

drifting skills for learning this the hard way.

Rating: 6.5

TUNING -+ The Tailwhip has all the standard
tuning options you would normally find on a
larger 1/10-scale car. Oil-filled shocks, multiple www.sportwerksrc.com
spring options, toe, camber, caster, battery position,
ride height, and even shock mounting locations
are easily adjusted to get exactly the drifting feel
you are looking for. Better yet, the removable

O-rings on the plastic wheels allow you to dial B INSTRUCTIONS

in the right amount of traction for your needs.

If you need more tuning options, all the upgrade 8

parts Sportwerks currently has available for the
6-5
9.5

PARTS QUALITY/FIT

Recoil will also work on the Tailwhip.

Rating: 9.5 DURABILITY

CONCLUSION

There is no doubt thar giant powerslides are

TUNABILITY

just plain fun. And doing them in an RC car 8 OVERALL PERFORMANCE
designed expressly for the purpose makes it

just that much better. The Tailwhip is a full-

featured mini ar a very affordable price for 9 VALUE

RC enthusiasts just getting into the hobby

or looking for a second or third just-for HITS

© Tuneable fires

fun vehicle. And maybe best of all, the

ability to quickly convert the Tailwhip into
© Great scale looks

© (ool wheel lights

* Fragile rear shock tower
© Glitchy motor

a touring racer only adds to its value. €



THE PERFORIMTIANCE

The MX-3FHSS has an ergonomic feel and the
performance you need to fine tune your car or truck
whether bashing in the back yard or winning at the
Nationals. Years of development were dedicated

to ensuring the MX-3FHSS would be comfortable

to hold, have a smooth and responsive wheel -
and trigger, light enough to hold for those long
45-minute mains, and have the advanced looks to
make it a radio you can be proud to own.

FHSS 2.4GH:

Additionally, most importantly to the race-

minded, the MX-3FHSS is FAST. That's not =~

an acronym. That’s simply the only adjective + INC/De
to properly describe the response of the

MX-3FHSS system. It does what you want, when you

want it to. It is simply faster than most computer radio

systems out there. The main computer chip used in the MX-3FHSS
system provides a response time usually only found in very expensive
radios. Drive it once and you'll see this computer radio has the

features you've been wanting. Zdﬂ”l,’gﬂ”e”cy

Features

o 18-Model Memory “/"/ ””””i”y S”’ea”

e 3-Channels
e Digital Trims
e Dual Rate Steering spgct’”m
e End Point Adjustments for Steering, Throttle, and AUX 92324
4
Technology WG

e Adjustable Rate Control for Steering and Throttle
@ Sub-Trim for Steering and Throttle ‘
e Servo Reversing /

’ - O - O

2.4GHz Frequency Hopping Digital Spread Spectrum

941622 943572 943582
High torque servo  ERG VR High speed ERG VB High torque
and high torque and high speed

aluminum gear servo aluminum gear servo

——~ [ /7T

Get The Advantage.

Airtronics is proudly distributed exclusively by Global Hobby Distributors, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 Visit us online: www.globalhobby.com
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TAMIYA
DURGA

THE INVINCIBLE! 110 ||¥Z .| awp

or as long as I can remember, Tamiya'’s
always had an entry in the 4wd buggy
class. For the most part, their offerings
have been in the middle-range; that is,
not super novice, and yet not quite up to par
with pro-level machines. Of course, this all
changed with the introduction of their TRF
501X last year. Their newest “middle range”
buggy is the machine you're looking at right
now—the Durga. Slotted below the world-
class 501X and above the entry-level Dark
Impact, the Durga is almost like a child of the
two. You've got molded components, stick pack
capability, and a tub chassis like the Dark Impact,
but you've also got the suspension geometry, twin-
belt drive, and middle motor location of the 501X.Is
the Durga just one step ahead of entry level, or one
step away from competing with the best?

L 3qbutAu ayy,, subaw os|o Ji ‘ssappoB npuiy o s1 ,obing,,




PART #: 5

TAMIYA STREE'I;};RIC; 5195 0 OWER TYPE DRIVE

PRICE AS TESTED: st gear
SETUP TIME: 6 hour
| EXPERIENCE LEVEL: Infermediate

SHOCK ABSORBER: Molded but oilfilled dampers

are found on all four corners.

JOLT SAVER: The optional
slipper clutch is accessible and
easily adjustable.

4WD buggy class is my “touring cars” on dirt.

NO FOAM: The Durga
kit tires include molded
inserts, not foam donuts.

SEAL THE DECK: The one-piece
molded tub chassis has no holes
underneath to allow dirt to make its

way above.

STICK IT: Unlike its TRF 501X counterpart, the
Durga uses a standard 6-cell configuration.

02
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SEALED DEAL

¢ The Durga uses an

equal-length dual belt

drive system, with
ball differentials, metal 2-piece
outdrives, and tension cams;
however, the highlight here is the
sealed drive system. Front and rear
bulkhead covers stretch toward the
center of the chassis to cover 2/3 of

the belts. A center cover protects the spur gear and layshaft. When all are bolted
in place, the three covers completely protect the belt-drive system from debris.

\\ The Durga shined in the dirt.
feeling at times like a pro-level
buggy Under the swooping body /4

v S ——

501X ROOTS * When you
look at the Durga's front and rear
suspension, it looks like a perfect
“in-between” made of molded plastic
pieces - like the entry-level Dark Impact—that
are identical in geometry and appearance to
the high end TRF 501X. They are so close, in
fact, that the main suspension pieces look like
they came from the same mold. Even the upper
mounting positions for the shocks are identical to
the 501X. Theoretically this means that the Durga
should have the same handling characteristics as
its top-of-the-line TRF brother.

LEANING AFT -

The Durga’s steering

system is also

identical to the 501X,
except that it's made of plastic
instead of FRP. Even the angle of
the steering arms looks similar,
though bronze bushings are used
instead of ball bearings. Notice
the molded insert surrounding the
center link that keeps dirt away
from the drive belts.

DBO1 Molded tub Double deck
THICKNESS: N/A

MATERIAL: Reinforced plastic

TYPE: 4-wheel independent
TURNBUCKLES: Yes (steel)
STEERING: Dual bell crank

SWAYBARS (F/R): None

BODIES: Molded plastic
DAMPING (F/R): Tamiya #900 / #900
PISTONS (F/R):  lHole / 2-hole
SPRINGS (F/R) Black / black

LY ——DRIVE TRAIN

IXPE: 4WD

DIFFERENTIAL:  Two (ball)

AXLE TYPE: (VD universals
TRANSMISSION
SPUR GEAR

MATERIAL: Plastic

Steel dogbones

BEARINGS: Bearings, metalshielded

L’W

PINION/SPUR: 17/9 (48 pitch)

PRIMARY: 5.35:1
INTERNAL: 2.05:1
FINAL: 10.96:1
43 BODY. TIRES & WHEELS
BODY: Tomiya Durga
TIRES (F/R): Tomiya mini-pin
DIAMETER/ 3.3in.x1.25in. /3.3in.x 1.65in. (84mm x
WIDTH: 32mm / 84mm x 42mm)
HEX SIZE: 10mm / pin drive
WHEELS: Tomiya dish

= DIMENSIONS |

WEIGHT 21bs., 5.9 0z. (1,075q)
TRACK

WIDTH (F/R):  9.68 /974 n. (246,/248mm)
WHEELBASE: 11.7n. (282mm)

RIDE HEIGHT 1.29in. (33mm)

MAY 2008 | 75
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Dave pushed for a box-stock paint job; | pushed him back, and I got this instead.

o
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PERFORMANCE TEST

TESTING

S ince this buggy fits right in the middle of Tamiya's buggy lineup, I
equipped the Durga with something in the middle, namely a Castle
Creations Sidewinder brushless system with a 5700kV motor. After about
a week of off and on rain, the skies cleared up, and I went to Pegasus
Hobbies in Montclair, CA. Although the rain was over, the track had some
muddy spots, and the dry sections had a thin layer of loose dirt/dust.
Traction conditions, safe to say, were not optimal.

Spektrum DX3.0, SPM20300,
$240

RECEIVER: Spektrum SR3000, SR3000,

ACCELERATION AND SPEED - At first HIGH-SPEED HANDLING - High $90

punch | discovered that the slipper clutch wasn’t speed feel is always affected by weight bal-

tight enough, so after adjustment | had the Durga ance, especially on a low-traction, uneven STEERING Hitec HS-5925MG, $85
moving. The kit tires and their hard compound surface like dirt. The soft suspension

kicked up dirt every time | pulled on the trigger, caused the Durga to react slower during

but had enough grip to get going after a few feet.  high speed maneuvers; when | say “slow,” | SPEED Castle Ceations Sidewinder,

The suspension was on the soft side, so the chassis  don’t mean that it reacted late, but more like
tended to squat under full acceleration, but once it the buggy wasn't twitchy. The Durga tracked

CONTROL: $169

hit top speed the Durga was pretty stable, even if well around the uneven high-speed sweeper, TR ot D e
the straightaway wasn’t smooth like asphalt. with abundant but not super-sensitive steering ) 5700V, incloded with £SC ;
Rating: 9/9 response. The soft suspension also did a good '

job soaking up the bumps and ruts scattered
BRAKING ° When it came to stopping, the across the curves. The Durga shined in the dirt, e ach :)eur: (::g 4500[”%
Durga’s soft suspension dipped the front end feeling at times like a pro-level buggy under a o il

every time | jammed the brakes. However, going swooping body.

from full speed to full stop did not jolt the chassis Rating: 8

balance. With all the cells on one side and the

motor biased toward the rear, The Durga still ROUGH-TRACK HANDLING -
slowed down in a straight line, the rear end lifting  The soft suspension was a plus in the

slightly during deceleration. If | hit the brake while  rough track sections, same as it was in

CONTACT

TAMIYA: www._tamiyousa.com
CASTLE CREATIONS:  www.costlecreations.com

turning, the rear end kicked out slightly, but not high-speed handling. In fact, | felt that the HITEC RCD: o itsard. o
uncontrollably (probably because of the hard suspension was possibly a tad too soft, TEAM ORION: www.teomorion.com
compound tires.) When | switched to race- as on the deeper dips and higher-angle SPEKTRUM RC:
compounds, the rear end stayed planted. bumps, the molded tub chassis scraped the k by Hoxison Hobby) ww.spekfrumc.com
Rating: 8 surface of the track as the shocks worked up

and down, absorbing as much of the rough as
LOW-SPEED HANDLING * The Durga it could. During assembly | thought that the

front dampers were a little short on the stroke

handled tighter sections of the track, regardless ;
measurement, but after testing they held up well

of the ferrain or elevation change. Changing
directions was easy, especially when | swapped to  Rating: 8 s
race compound tires. In fact, the tire change alone < ;
gave the Durga a nice, neutral feel. The Durga
still made it around with the kit tires, and
- understeer caused by the hard
actually made the buggy more
- when switching bety e
right turn o

e
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ALL THAT'S LEFT IS
llNAMES

b o0

castlecreation’ =

CONGRAYUIMYIONSIMIGRUEMAN!

CASTLERA ORYE EAMIRIVER:
J 1. Drive Castle | WESLEY DENNISHAKAMICK (_,,\\
. JUST TO00K 70 ANDIEIRDACE INTHE

A MAIN 1/147 OPEN S
V/ 2. Kick Butt A D ':
3. Take Names |
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Yes! A 4WD buggy without the need for saddle packs.

PERFORMANCE TEST

JUMPING ° Jumping the Durga was felt different
compared to previous buggies I've driven with

the motor biased to the rear. With most of the
weight centered instead of leaning to one axle, the
airborne Durga rotated right in the middle of the
chassis. Jabbing the brake while the buggy was

in the air caused the Durga to go from take-off to
nose-dive mode in an instant. The right way to get
the Durga to downside jumps was to hit the jump at
the right speed, ease off the trigger while mid air,
and time it so that the trigger was at neutral when
the rear tires touched dirt upon landing; otherwise
the chassis slapped the landing. Sometimes it
slapped hard enough to fully compress the suspen-
sion, sending the tail of the Durga up in the air,

but once | got the technique down | was jumping
like a pro.

Rating: 8

WRENCHING

MAINTENANCE ° The open tub chassis makes
access fo electronic components trouble-free.
Working on the suspension is easy as well.
However, getting to the diffs or layshaft takes a lot
of work. It's not difficult; it just requires removing

a lot of stuff. One thing | find tedious was the

fact that you have to remove eight screws and
the center cover in order to adjust gear mesh or
access the pinion gear. | guess this is a byproduct
of a sealed drive system, but it can end up being
a pain if you're pressed for time.

Rating: 7

WEAR AND TEAR ° If you read the jumping
section of my testing, you know that | figured out
how to jump the Durga in the most efficient manner.

78 | WWW.RC411.COM

You also noticed that | didn‘t get it down the first
time—which means all my failed attempts were
crash landings! | landed topside or ended up with
the Durga on its lid more than | can count on my
hands. Other than a wing that kept “jumping” off
the mounts (longer wing screws solved the
problem), no damage was done by the end of
the day. Front and rear outdrives and the axles
(the only exposed drivetrain elements) showed
no premature wear or tear. | had equipped the
Durga with Tamiya’s optional slipper clutch
because | was running brushless, and it worked
as expected, protecting the Durga’s drive

system from the jarring jolts and landings.

Rating:8

TUNING - With a suspension very similar

to the 501X’s design, the Durga gives the

racer a lot to tinker with. Multiple mounting

points abound; anti-dive and anti-squat

adjustment is as easy as adding or subtracting %
mount spacers. A lotof the 501X parts can be |}
used on this platform, opening up TRF’s catalog %
to your disposal. | only wish that the Durga

came with a slipper clutch as standard equipment
(although | installed one for testing), but as is you
still have a machine that can be easily tuned to
your liking.

Rating: 8

3

CONCLUSION

Sometimes it's not bad to be “in-between,” as you
offer the best of both worlds. The Tamiya Durga fits
that bill. It's equipped with the 501X’s suspension
design but is priced closer to their entry-level Dark
Impact. It accepts standard stick packs and
leaves the door open for upgrades as your
driving skill progresses. Although | didn’t
like the tedious chore of removing the
center cover in order to get fo the
motor screws, the trade-off was
clean, dirtfree belts and pulleys. It
handled pretty well out of the box,
and with the 501X suspension,
you can make the same adjust-
ments as the factory ride. Not bad
for $200, right? ©

»
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' SCORECARD

1=P(

10=EXCELLENT

INSTRUCTIONS

PARTS QUALITY/FIT

DURABILITY

TUNABILITY

O O O

85

B VALUE

© AE parts support
© Belts sealed from the elements

OVERALL PERFORMANCE

© 501X suspension design

MISSES

© Low-traction kit tires
© Lots of disassembly to get to diffs or motor
o it setup a bit soft

MAIN COMPETITION

Kyosho Lazer ZX-5, Academy SB Sport V2

WHO IT'S FOR

Weekend warriors who want a competitive yet “easy on the wallet”
4WD buggy
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lst Annual Psychn Nltl‘ll Blast
Atianta, GA — 348 entries battling in
nearly non-stop competition!

N

2. 4GHz

a

Paul Lemiuex — (pictured)
TQ and Champion, 1/10 Scale
Modified Foam Touring Car, using
the 3PK 2.4GHz FASST System
Jeff Cuffs — Champion, 1/12
Scale GTP 27T

Chad Phillips — (pictured)
Champion, Pro 1/8 Scale Nitro
Buggy, using the 3PK 2.4GHz
FASST System

Travis Phillips — 2nd Place,
Pro 1/8 Scale Nitro Buggy

BeCTRUM Y(Mm

& 4 GHz
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" Snowhird Nationals

y
L

Orlando, FL — the largest R/C car race
in the world, with over 750 entries!




TAMIYA

DURGA o] i oo

How maay melded chassis actwally resemble a “bath tub?”

80 | WWWRC411



” Ites ed Castle Creations’ Sidewinder brushless system in issue

#149, and what better to match up with the mid-level Durga?

Installation was a little tight due to the bullet plugs that I used, but

there was just enough room under the Durga’s swoopy, low profile

body. I found that the §700kV Castle motor gave me a good balance

of acceleration and top end speed that matched the track layout

pretty well. The Sidewinder also features Castle’s “Castle Link” PC

interface, so I could have tailored the ESC settings to match the

conditions during testing had I so desired.

Time (sec)

s ACCELERATION

0-60FT: 2.01sec. @26.3 mph

RUN TIME: 6 minutes

TEST CONDI

WEATHER:

TEMP/HUMIDITY: 70°F/34
BAROMETRIC

PRESSURE: 2997 in.
ALTITUDE: 652 ft.

TRACK TYPE: Outdoor, mediumbite dirt

HANDLING

TURNING RADIUS: 2ft, 6in.

ON POWER: Understeer

OFF POWER Neutral
BRAKING

CONTROL Good
FADE: None

OVERALL: Good
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ADVERTISEMENT

INDI Digital-03 Discharger

Cell Balancing & Conditioning

Adjustable Discharge Current 0.1A to 3.0A P
Perfectly equalize cells before charging - - s
Cutoff point adj. from 0.0V to 0.9V -~ X

Blue aluminjum case with heatsink

8 spring loaded pins for cell contacts
Blue LED display and 6 blue LED light
Use 12VDC input

Street Pirce $59.99

&N

#2918 Precision Alloy
Suspension Camber Guage

&£~
x5

CRR774 Quad Hex Socket Wrench
7mm, 8mm, 17mm & 23mm
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CR2816 Wrench Set Ti-Nitride

10 different Workbench
Tray Organizers

Hex Light Weight Version Q C2280%2 thru. CR2806

T7983 Alloy Gear Box Set for Traxxas
Stampede, Rustler & Bandit

£
(o5

T76838 Wide Suspension TB9R0 Stainless Steel
Conversion Kit for RC18 series Screw Set for Savage-X

PRECISION PARTS FOR ANT0

CNC MACHINED FROM BILLET ALUMINUM ALLOY

T8114 Willy Bar Set for
HPI Wheely King

Yn U

SEE
THE LATEST
RELEASES
ONLINE AT
www.integy.com

www.integy.com




ADVERTISEMENT

Ti-Nitride Hex Wrench Set

featuring quick release & adjustable torque handles
=" C22778 QuickPit

Z Hex Wrench

’ % 7sizes Set
% C22779 QuickPit

Dual Hex Wrench

7sizes w/ Case

Output Torque
Is Adjustable!

CRR780
V-Torque Dual Hex Wrench 7sizes w/ Case

Precision hop-ups made with light weight 6061 aluminum alloy

CRR773 Wrench Set Chrome Ti-Nitride Hex (8pcs)
CR2R2777 Wrench Set Chrome Ti-Nitride Hex (7pcs)

* modified parts are available
in green, silver, blue

& purple color Super Clod Crawler Axles

F350 Upgrade Componenets
Modified Parts for AX10
and a lot more ...

see more details online at
www.integy.com
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PERFORMANCE TEST

KYOSHO
LAZER ZX-5 5P

BETTER THAN SHARKS...WITH LAZERS. |uo||K& |_._| awp

I :YOSHO’S ALWAYS BEEN A PLAYER IN THE OFF-ROAD FIELD, especially in 1/10-scale 4WD buggy.
Their latest offering comes in the form of the Lazer ZX-5 SP. Based on their current ZX-5 platform,
the “SP” updates this machine to the same specs that Kyosho'’s team drivers used in the recent

World Championships. The entire suspension has been revised for better handling, better jumping, and

increased performance, adding to the already successful ZX-5 reputa<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>